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HISTORY of the BIBLE. 
Chap. I. From Geneſis, 


Of the Creation, Geneſis i. ii. 


OD created heaven and earth, all the 

things we ſee, and all thoſe which we do 

not ſee ; in a word, the whole univerſe. 
He created- it of nothing, by his only word, 
and by his will, and for his own glory: he 
made it not all at once, but in fix days, and in 
ſuch order as he pleaſed. The firſt day he made 
the light, the ſecond the heavens; the third dax 
he formed the earth and the ſeas, and made | 
the herbs, trees, and plants of all ſorts to riſe 
out of the earth : the fourth day he made the 
ſun, moon and ſtars ; the fifth day he made the 
fiſhes and the birds; the ſixth day he produced 
from the earth all other kinds of living creatures, 
and then he made man to have the command e 
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all other ada On the ſeventh day Gor 
zeſted, that is to ſay, he ceaſed to produce 
any new creatures. When God made man, he 
formed the body out of the earth, and then 
breathed into it the breath of life, Gen. ii, that 
is to ſay, he created for it a ſpiritual and im- 
mortal ſoul, made after his own image and 
likeneſs ; in as much as the ſou! of man is a 
ipiric like him, capable of knowing and loving 
him, and made for him. The firſt man was 
named Adam; and God gave him for his com- 
panion a woman, named Eve; whom he 
tormed of one of his ribs, that he might love 
her as a part of himſelf : and then it was that 


God inftituted matrimony. He alſo placed A- 


dam and Eve in the earthly Paradiſe, or the 
delicious garden of Eden, with leave to eat of 
all the fruits there, except the fruit of the tree of 
anotuledge, which he forbid them under pain of 
death: and this was the only mark of obedience 
which God required from them. Here they 


converſed with God, and lived happily, and if 


they had not tinned would never have died. 
2. Of the Fall of Man by Sin. Gen. ii. 


God in the beginning had alſo created an in- 
numerable multitude ot pure fpirits, of a ſupe- 
rior nature to man, whom we call the Angels; 
ſome of thele fell from God by fin, and were 
condemned to hell. Thefe are the Cevils, or 
wicked ſpirits, who, thro' malice and envy, make 
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it their buſineſs to tempt men, and to caufe 
them to revolt from God. One of theſe malici- 
ous ſpirits entered into a ſerpent, and perſuaded 
the woman to eat of the fruit of the forbidden 
tree : ſhe eat of it, and gave ſome to her huſ- 
band, who alſo eat of it. In that moment their 
eyes were opened to ſee and be aſhamed of their 
nakedneſs, and the rebellion of the fleſh againſt 
the ſpirit, and to-know the good they had loſt 
of the original grace and innocence. Thus they 


incurred the ſentence of death, both temporal 


and eternal, became ſlaves of the devil, liable 
to all ſorts of evils, weak to all kind of good, 
and ftrangely propenſe to concupiſcence ; which 


is a diforderly love and deſire of gratifying our- 


ſelves, which turns us off from the love of God, 
and is the ſource of all our fins. However, 
that man might not be left without hope or 
comfort in his miſery, God was pleaſed even then 
to reveal and promiſe to him a Saviour and Re- 
deemer, to come of the ſeed of the woman, who 
ſhould cruſh the ſerpents head ; that is, ſhould 
deſtroy the power of the devil, and open to 
ſuch as believed in him, the gates of a better 
and everlaſting Paradiſe, 


3. Of the Deſcendants of Adam, and the 
general Corruption of Mankind, 
Gen. iv. v. vi. | 


As Adam and Eve had no children till after 
their fall, all that were born of them were born 
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in corruption and fin, and ſubject to the ſame 
miſeries as they were, and ſo were all their po- 
iterity. The firſt children of Adam and Eve 
were Cain and Abel. I befe being grown up, 
offered ſacrifices to God; who was pleaſed to 
ſhew his acceptance of the ſacrifice. of Abel, 
and to have no regard to the offerings of Cain. 
Upon this, Cain through envy - murdered his 
brother; and his deſcendants were a, very wicked 
race. About the time of the death of Abel, 
God gave to Adam another ſon, whom he cal- 
led Seth, who was the father of a more godly 
race. His ſon Enos began with ſolemn worſhip 
20 call upon, the name of the Lord, Gen. iv. 26. 
Enos was the father of Cainan ; Cainan was the 
father of Malaleel, who was the father of Ja- 
red; Jared was the father of Henoch, who 
2valked with God, and was ſcen no mere amongſt 
men, becauſe God took him away : Henoch was 
the father of Mathuſala, who lived nine hun- 
gred and ſixty-nine years, which was the long- 
eſt life of any recorded in the ſcriptares: Ma- 
thuſala was the father of Lamech, and La- 
mech was the father of Noe, or Noah : theſe 
were the patriarchs who lived before the deluge. 
"The deſcendants of Seth and Enos, for their 
piety, were called the ſons of God ;. till falling 
in love with women of the wicked race of Cain, 
and marrying with them, they allo were corrupt- 
ed, and the whole earth was filled with iniquity, 
and God determined to deſtroy them all. 
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4. 07 Moab and the Deluge. Gen. vi. vii. 


up, Noah was @ juſt and perfect man in his genera- 
to tions; he walked with God and was pleaſing to 
bel, him. God revealed to him his deſign of deſiroy- 
ain. ing all mankind by an univerſal flood; and 

his commanded him to make an ark or veſſel in the 
:ked form of a trunk, immenſely large, divided into 


bel, three ſtories, and capable of containing a couple 
cal- of every kind of birds and beaſts, and proviſions 
odly to feed them all for a year. 'Then, by the di- 
ſhip vine commandment, Noah went into the ark, 
20. with his wife and his three ſons and their 
s the wives, taking with him two of every ſort of ani- 
Ja- mals that live upon the earth. And preſently 
who the Lord made a dreadful rain to fall for forty 
ongſt days and forty nights, accompanied by a great 


| was inundation of the ſea ; fo that the whole earth 
hun- was under water, even the higheſt mountains, 
long- and all men and animals were deſtroyed : none 
Ma- were ſaved but thoſe that were in the ark. 

| La- F | 

theſe 5. Of the Sons of Noah. 

eluge. | 
their Noah had three ſons, Sem, Cham and Ja- 

falling heth: by theſe and their offspring the world 
Cain, [vas re-peopled. But as men began to multiply 


rrupt- Miley began alſo to grow wicked: their pride put 
iquity, them upon building a city and a tower, the top 
f which might reach up to the ſkies ; as if it 
ere to ſecure them from a ſecond deluge, But 
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the Almighty put a ſtop to their building, by 
confounding their tongues, fo that they could 
not underſtand one another : whence the name 
of the place was called Babel, that is, confuſion. 
And from thence they were diſperſed through- 
out the world. And now kingdoms began to 
be formed ; and in particular, the tyrant Nem- 
rod, of the race of Cham, laid the foundation 
of the Babylonian empire. But men grew daily 
more and more corrupt, till at length, 'the true 
knowledge and worſhip of God, and the obſery- 
ance of the law of nature was almoft baniſhed 
from the earth. And inftead of God, men 
worſhipped the ſyn, the moon and the ftars, the 
elements, the wicked ſpirits who deluded them, 
and even brute beafts and ſenſeleſs idols, in 
which they imagined a divinity to reſide. The 
true religion only remained with ſome few holy 
perſons, chiefly of the race of Sem, and of the 


branch of Heber. 


Of the Patriarch Abraham, and of Mol- 
; chiſedech. 


Idolatry had began to corrupt the family of 
Heber, when God was pleaſed to call Abraham, 
a man of that family, the tenth in a lineal de- 
ſcent from Noah, to go forth from his country 
and kindred in Meſopotamia, and to come into 


the land of Chanaan, which he promiſed to give 


to his ſeed ; and that in his ſeed all the nations of 


the earth ſhould be bleſſed ; inaſmuch, as the Savi- 
our 


d to give 
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our of the world ſhould be born of his poſterity, 
Abraham readily obeyed the call, walking al- 
ways in the preſence of Cod, ever attentive to 
pleaſe him and to worſhip him in every place. 
God was pleaſed with his faith and obedience ; 
protected him on all occaſions, ſhowered down 
his bleſſings upon him, and entered into a ſo- 
lemn covenant with him, that a numerous peo- 
ple ſhould come from him, which ſhould poſſeſs 
the promiſed land; and that from his ſeed bleſ- 
ſing and grace ſhould be diffuſed over all the 
earth: and for a mark of his covenant, he en- 
joined him and his poſterity the ſacrament” of 
circumciſion. He alfo gave him a ſon by mira- 
cle, when he was one hundred years old, of Sa- 
rah his wife, who had been always barren, and 
was then paſt the age of child- bearing. This 
ſon he named Iſaac; and on him God was pleaſe 
ed to declare all the promiſes ſhould be entailed, 
which he made to his father. When Iſaac was 
grown up, God was pleaſed, for a farther trial 
of Abraham's faith and obedience, to command 
him to offer up this dear ſon, in ſacrifice. He 
made no reply nor demur, but taking his ſon 
with him to the appointed place, after havin 

bound him and laid him on the altar, had his 
hands ſtretched out ready to ſlay him with his 
ſword, when an angel from God ſtopped him, 
applauding his obedience, and repeating and re- 


nations of Fnewing all the promiſes made to him. In Abra- 


the Savi- 
our 


ham's time lived Melchiſedech, kin 
prieſt of the moſt high God ; of w 
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and family we have no account : we only know, 
that this extraordinary man met Abraham, when 
he returned victorious over the four kings (who 
had carried away his kinſman Lot and all his 
ſubſtance) and that he gave him his bleſſing in 
the name of the moſt high God, and offered for 
him bread and wine ; and that Abraham gave 
him the tythes of the ſpoils. He was a figure 
of the Saviour of the world, who was to be 


greater than Abraham, tho' deſcended from him, 


7. Of Lot, and of the Deſtruction of 
Sodom. Gen. xix. 


Lot was nephew to Abraham, and came along 
with him to the land of Canaan, and joiged 
with him in the faith and worſhip of the true 
God. He went afterwards and lived in the city 
of Sodom, where his ſoul was daily afflicted 
with ſeeing and hearing the lewdneſs and wick- 
edneſs of the inhabitants, (2 Pet. ii. 7. 8.) 
Their fins crying to heaven for vengeance ; the 
Lord ſent two angels to deſtroy their city (which 
he would have ſpared if ten juſt men had been 
found there) and to bring forth Lot from among 
them. The angels coming in human ſhape 
were entertained by Lot, when behold the men 
of the city beſet his houſe, and would have forc- 
ed their way in to abuſe his gueſts with unnatu- 
ral luſt ; but the angels Bruck them with blind- 
neſs, ſo that they could not find the door: and 
early in the morning, they led Lot and his wite 


and 


(1) 
now, ind his two daughters out of the city; and bid 
when WW them ſave themſelves by haſty flight, without 
(who booking back, leſt they ſhould alſo be conſumed. 
all his Then the Lord rained fire and brimſtome upon 
ing in Sodom, and the neighbouring cities of Gomor- 
red for tha, Adama and Seboim, involved in the like 
a gave I guilt, and deſtroyed thoſe cities, with all the 
figure FW inhabitants, and all the country about, and all 
to be things that ſpring from the earth: and Lot's wife 


n him, turning to look back, was changed into a ſtatue 
of ſalt. 


8. Of the Patriarchs Iſaac and Jacob. 


e along Iſaac, as he inherited the promiſes and cove- 
joined nant made by God to his father Abraham, ſo he 
the true ¶ inherited alſo his devotion and piety ; walking, 
the city Nas the ſcripture ſays, (Gen, xIviii. 15.) always 


afflicted N fore God, and ever attentive to pleaſe him. 
id wick- God gave him Rebecca to wife, of whom he 
. 7. 8.) had two ſons, twins, Eſau and Jacob. Eſau was 


ce; the ¶ the firſt born, but profanely ſold his firſt birth- 
(which Niight to his brother Jacob for a meſs of pottage.; 
1ad been and when Iſaac was about to have given the 
n among blefling that belonged to the firſt born, to Eſau; 
an ſhape ¶ Jacob, by his mother's advice, obtained it by a 
the men Witratagem ; and Iſaac, tho? he had been ſurpriz- 
ave force - Ned, after he had found it out, confirmed it, 
z unnatu- {underſtanding it to be the order of God. Jacob 
ith blind- inherited the piety and devotion of Abraham 
oor : and nd aac, and is joined with them as a ſpecial 


d his wife arourite of heaven, by God bimlelf;, when he 


an 
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ftiles himſelf, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Iſaac, and the God of Jacob. He was alſo 
favoured by a viſion, in which he ſaw a ladder, 
(Gen. xxviii.) ſtanding upon the earth, and the 
top of it reaching to heaven, and the angels of 
God aſcending and deſcending 'by it, and the 
Lord himſelf Jeaning upon the top of it; and 
confirming to him and his feed all the promiſes 
he had made to Abraham. He alſo gave him the 
name of Iſrael, and made him the father of 
twelve ſons ; from whom, the twelve tribes of 
Iſrael are derived. . Theſe were, Ruben, Simeon, 
Levi, Judah, Iſſachar, Zabulon, Dan, Neph- 
thali, Gad, Aſer, Joſeph and Benjamin, Ruben 
forfeited his priviledge of firſt-born, which en- 
titled him to a double portion, and to be the 
prieſt and prince of his brethren, by defiling 
his father's bed; ſo the double portion was 
given to Joſeph, from whom deſcended two 
tribes, Ephraim and Manaſſes: the prieſthood 
was given to Levi, and the ſceptre to Judah: 
according to the bleſſing given him by his fa- 
ther at his death, Gen. xlix. The ſceptre ſhall 
not be taken away from Judab, — till he come 
that is to be ſent (Shilo the Meſhas) and be 
ſhall be the expettation of natians. 3 


g. Of the Patriarch Joſeph. 


Joſeph, for his virtue, was the 8 of 
heaven, amongſt all the ſons of Jacob, and 
was endowed with the fpitit of pr pbecy; ; he 

was 
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was alſo his father's favourite, and therefore was 
bated and envied by his brethren ; who, having 
found an opportunity, fold him to ſome mer- 
chants who carried him into Egypt, and perſua- 


| ded their father that a wild beaſt had devoured 


him. The merchants ſold him to Putiphar a 


principal officer to the king, who conceived a 


great affection for him, and gave him the charge 
over all his houſe, till his miſtreſs, who had of- 
ten ſolicited bim to ſin, which the chaſte young 
man would by no means conſent to, maliciouſly 
accuſed him to her huſband of having made an 
attempt upon her chaſtity, Upon this, Jofeph 
was Caſt into priſon, where he ſhewed his pro- 
phetick ſpirit in the interpretation of the dreams 
of two of the King's ſervants ; and after two 
years he was called out of priſon by Pharas the 
king: and upon his interpreting that princes 
dreams,  foreboding the ſeven years of plenty, 
and the ſeven years of famine that were to come 

upon the earth; and the wiſe counſel he gave 
the king on that occaſion, he was promoted by 
him, and made governour over all Egypt. His 
brothers, forced by the famine, came to Egypt 
to buy corn, which was ſold out under his di- 
tection. He knew them, tho? they knew him 
not ; for he ſpoke to them by an interpreter, and 
he charged them with being ſpies, and treated 
them harſhly, which occaſioned them to ſay to 
one another, we deſerve to ſuffer theſe things, 
* becauſe we have finned againſt our brother, 


ſeeing the anguiſh his ſoul, when de be- 


„ ſought 
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* iought us and we would not hear, therefore is 
this ffliction come upon us:“ not knowing that 
he underſtood them, much leſs that he was the 
p-rſon. Joſeph hearing this, turned away for a 
little while and wept; then ſent them home 
with a charge, that at their return they ſhould 
bring their youngeſt brother with them: and or- 
dering his fieward to fill their ſacks with corn, 
and to put every man's money in his ſack. Ati 
their ſecond coming, after keeping them ſome » 
time in ſuſpence, he made himſelf known toy 
them with many tears, in the moſt moving man- 
ner graciouſly excuſing all they had done again 
him, and embracing and weeping over even 
one of them. After which, he ſent for his fa- 
ther Jacob with all his family into Egypt, and 
cave them there the land of Geffen. And thus 
the children of Iſrael became inhabitants of 
Egypt, where they ſojourned above two hun 
dred years. 


10. The Hiſtory of Holy Fob. 


This holy man is believed to have lived durWc 
ing the time that the Iſraelites were in Egypt 
His dwelling was in the land of Hus, which i 
a part of Edom, or bordering upon it. He wah 
rich in world!y ſubſtance, but more ſo in gra 
and virtue, having this character from the Spill 
of God; that he was a imple, that is a ſincere 
innocent, and upright man, fearing God and «Worm 
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rial to permit ſatan to ſtrip him of all his ſub- 
tance at once, to cauſe all his flocks. and herds 
o be driven away or deſtroyed; and to raiſe a 
torm - of wind, which blew down the houle 
ere all his children were at dinner, and killed 
hem all. Meflenger after meſienger brougat to 
[ob the news of all theſe his loſſes; who upon 
he hearing of them, fell down upon the ground 
md worſhipped God, and ſaid : naked came I out 
my mother's womb, and naked fhall I return io 
hy mother earth: the Lord gave, and the Lord 
ath taken away : as it bath pleaſed the Lord, ſo it 
done, bleſſed be the name of the Lord. After 
dis, for Job's farther trial, ſatan was permitted 
o {trike him with a moſt grievous ulcer, from 
he ſole of the foot even to the top of the head, 
ccompanied with a dreadiul compiication of 
iſeaſes and pains; all which he bore with an 
imirable patience, ſaying, F we have received 
wd things at the hand of God, why ſhauld we not 
werve evil ? His three friends hearing of all the 
wil that had befallen him, came to viſit him; 
it inſtead of comforting, only afflicted him the 
ore, imputing all his ſufferings to the crimes 
iey falſely laid to his charge; and pretending 
at God never afflicts the innocent. Job on 
part maintained his own innocence as to all 
loſe pretended crimes, and appealed to the 


dement oi God. The Lord was pleaſed at 
beth to paſs ſentence in his favour, by a voice 
om above; and to order his three friends to 


ke ſeven oxen and ſeven rams, and“ go faid 
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65 
<< he, to my fervant Job, and offer for your- 
«« ſelves a holocauft, and my ſervant Job ſhall 
4c pray for you: his face will I accept, that 
* your folly be not imputed to you: for you 
« have not ſpoken right things before me, as my 
« ſervant Job hath.” In the concluſion the Lord 
was pleaſed to bleſs the latter end of Job more 
than his beginning, by multiplying his ſubſtance 
and giving him a long and happy life. 


Chap. II. From Exodus and the other 
Books of Moſes, 


1. Of the oppreſſion of the Iſraelites in 
Egypt, and of the birth of Moſes. 


FTER the death of Jacob and his ſong, 
the children of Iſtael were multiplied ex- 
ceedingly, till there aroſe a king in Egypt, who 
had not known Joſeph ; who fearing they would 
grow too powerful, oppreſſed them with hard 
labour, and a moſt cruel ſlavery. But the more 
they were oppreſſed the more they increaſed and 
were multiplied ; wherefore the king charged 
his people that they ſhould deſtroy all the male 
children that ſhould be born of Iſrael and caſt 
them into the river. During this time, Moſes 
was born of the tribe of Levi, and being 2 
lovely child was hid by his mother three months, 
till ſeeing ſhe could hide him no longer, ſhe took 


a baſket made of bullruſhes, and daubed it with 
ſlime 
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ſlime and pitch, and put the little babe in ir, 


and laid him in the ſedges by the brink of the 
at a diſtance to ſee 


daughter coming with her maids, and walking 


| by zhe river fide, ſaw the baſket in the (edges, 
| and ſent one of her maids for it; and ſeeing in 


it an infant crying, having compaſſion on it, 
ſhe ſaid, this is one of the babes of the Hebrews. 
The child's fiiter aſked her if. ſhe pleaſed ſhe 
ſhould go and call to her a Hebrew woman to 
nurſe the babe. The princeſs bid her go; fo 
ſhe went and called her mother: and the king's 
daughter faid to her, take and nurſe this child 
for me and I will give thee thy wages. So Mo- 
ſes was nurſed by his own mother; who when 
he was. grown up, delivered him to the princels, 
who, adopted him for her ſon; and had him 
trained up in the learning and wiſdom of the 
Egyptians. Going forth after this amongſt his 
brethren, and ſeeing their great oppreſſion, he 
undertook their defence ; which the king hear- 
ing of, ſought to kill him : but he fled from his 
light into the land of Madian, and was there 
entertained by Jethro the prieſt, whoſe daughter 
he married, and had two ſons of her. In the 
mean time, the king of Egypt his perſecutor, 
dies; but the cruel oppreſſion of the people of 
God ceaſed not, and their cry went up to the 
Lord from their hard labours and ſlavery, and 


he was pleaſed to have pity. on them. 


Rig. 2. God 


(18) 
2. God ſends Moſes to deliver Tirael: be 


reveals bis name to bim. 


Now Moſes fed the ſheep of his father-in- 
law, and he drove his flock into the inner parts 
of the deſart, and came to mount Horeb, alias 
Sinai. Here the Lord appeared to him in a 
flame of fire, out of the midſt of a buſh; and 
be ſaw that the buſh was on fire: and was not 
burnt. And as he was going up to fee the 
meaning of this wonder, the Lord called to him 
out of the midſt of the buſh, not to come near, 
but to put off the ſhoes from his fect, for the 
ground was holy: and he ſaid I am the God of Ip: 
thy father, the God of Abraham, &c. I have 
ſeen the affliction of my people in Egypt, and l 
have heard their cry, becauſe of the rigour of 
them that are over the works, and I am come 
down to deliver them, and to bring them into a 
land that floweth with milk and honey.—And 
will fend thee” to Pharao the king, that thou 
mayeſt bring forth my people out of Egypt. 
Moſes, thro' the mean opinion he had of him» 
ſelf, and his defect in his ſpeech, would have 
excuſed himfelf ; but the Lord inſiſted upon his 
going, gave kim the power of working miracles, 
and appointed him his brother Aaron, wha was 
an eloquent man, to go with him to the king. 
On this occaſion God alſo revealed his name to 
Moſes. © Lo TI ſhall go, ſaid, Moſes, to the 
children cf Iſrael, and fay to them, the oy | 
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« of your fathers hath fent me to you. 
« ſhall ſay to me, what is his name? what ſhall 
« [ ſay to them? I am wHo Au, (that is, 
« I am BEING itſelf, the being of all beings, 
© all things elſe are nothing) Thus ſhalt thou 
ſay: HR wo 1s hath ſent me to you, THE 
Lok, (that is the eternal, ſelf-exiftent, infi- 
* nite maſter and creator of all things) the God 
* of your: fathers, the God of Abraham, the 


„God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob hath 


ſent me to you: this is my name for ever, 
* and this is my memorial unto all genera- 
tions.“ 


q. Pharao refuſes ts let the. people go 
the plagues of Egypt. | 


Moſes and Aaron, being thus ſent with a 
ommiſſion from heaven, went unto king Pha- 
40: but he deſpiſed the Lord, and inſtead of 
euing the people go, as they had requeſted, to ſa- 
nice to their God in the wilderneſs, he took oc- 
ahon from hence to oppreſs them the more. To 
unith his obſtinacy and the wilful hardneſs of 
s heart, the Lord afflicted him and his people 
th the ten plagues of Egypt : under which he 
ten promiſed to let the people go; but when 
e plague was over he performed nothing. The 
| of theſe plagues, was the, turning of all the 
aters of Egypt. into lad. The ſecond were 
e Frogs, who coming out of the river in an 
umenſe multitude, covered alb the land, filled 
| the 


If they 
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the king's palace, and all the houſes, chamber, 
and beds of the Egyptians, and fpoiled all theſt 
meats. The third were the ciniphs, a ſmall fly. 
ing inſet, produced from the duſt, and infinite- 
ly troubleſome both to men and beaſts. The 
fourth was an infinity of fies of all kinds, which 
terribly incommoded both Pharao and his peo- 
ple. The fifth was a grievous murrain, or pe- Wi! 
ſtilence amongſt the cattle. -- The- ſixth were n 
ulcers or boils, and ſwelling blains upon men IP) 
and beafts, The ſeventh was a frightful form eg 
of . hail, immenſely large, with thunders, and ro. 
lightnings, and fire, which drove on together ro 
mixt with the hail, and deſtroyed all it met with, his 
The eighth plague were the /ocu/?s, which de- ert 
voured every green thing that remained after the lit 
hail. The ninth was darkneſs for three day 
cauſed by exhialations ſo groſs that they might 
be felt with the hand; ſo that nothing could beput 
ſeen at all, nor could any one move himſelf ou! 
of his place, only where the children of Iſrae % 
were (who were free from all theſe plagues | 
there was clear light. The tenth and laſt plagut 
was the death of all the firſt born of Egypt, botl 
of men and cattle, in one night. As a prepara 
tion for this, the Lord ordered, that on th 
fourteenth day of the firſt month, every fami- 
of the children of Iſrael ſhould facrifice a lam 
in the evening, and ſhould ſprinkle their doo 
with the blood of it; and ſhould eat the fle 
of it that night-roaſted at the fire, with unle: 
vened btead and wild lettices; with their loi 
"3; pl 


ir * \ = 


hambers, 
} all their 
[mall fly. 
J infinite- 
ts. The 
ds, which 
d his peo- 
n, or pe- 
xth were 
pon men 
ful ſtorm 
ders, and 
| together 
met with, 
which de- 
d after the 
hree days, 
hey mig 
g could be 


nmſelf out 


n of Iſrae 
e plagues 
laſt plague 
-gypt, bot 
a prepare 
hat on th 
ery famil 
fice a lam 
their doo 
t the fle 
with unle: 
their 10! 

4 


(21) 


ict up, and their ſtaves in their hands, in the 
poſtute of travellers, ſetting out on their jour- 
ney to the land of promiſe. When behold at 
idnight the Lord flew all the fi:ft born of E- 
oypt, from the ſon of Pharao to the ſon of the 
eaneſt ſlave, and of their cattle too: the angel 
only paſſed by thoſe houſ:s which were mark'd 
ith the blood of the lamb. Now all this was 
yſterious, alluding to the true lamb of God, 


by the ſprinkling of whoſe blood, and the eat- 


rg of whoſe fleſh, our ſouls are to be delivered 
rom the deſtroying angel, and we are to be 
rought home to our true country. With 
his laſt plague,- Pharao and his people were fo 
errified that they preſently ſent away the Iſra- 
lites, and even preſſed them to be gone, lend- 
ng them their beſt things they had for their 
ourney. The remembrance of this deliverance 
ut of the bondage of Egypt was ordered to be 
pt up, by the inſtitution of the feaſt of the 
ach or paſſaver, on which they yearly repeat- 
d the ſacrifice and ſupper of the lamb; as a 
oure of the chriſtian ſacrifice and ſacrament 
f the lamb of God, who takes away the fins 
f the world. 


. The Iſraelites paſs thro" the Red Sea: 
Pharao and his Army are drowned, Exo- 
dus xiv, 


The people of God, to the number of ſix 
on their 


journey 


wadred thouland men, went forward 


(22) 
journey till they came to the Red Sea, which di- 
vides: Egypt from Arabia; the angel of God go- 
ing before them to ſhew them the way, by day 
in a pillar of a cloud, and by night in a pillar of 
fire: which favour was continued to them all 
the time til] they came to the Jand of promiſe, 
And now Pharao repenting that he had let them 
go, aſſembled all his chariots and horſemen and 
his whole army to purſue them, and found them 
encamped at the ſea fide. The people ſeeing 
the Egyptian army, gave themſelves up for loſt; 
but Moſes: encouraged them, and the angel with 
the pillar of the cloud, removing from before 
went behind them, and hindered the Egyptians 
from being able to come up with them. And 
when. Moſes had ſtretched forth his hand over 
the ſea, God made the waters to depart, ſo 
that the children of Iſrael went in through the 
divided ſea on dry ground, the waters ſtanding 
up as a wall on their right-hand and on their left. 
Pharao with all his hoſt purſuing, went in aſter 
them through the midft of the ſea : and now the 
morning watch being come, the Lord from the 
pillar of the cloud, with which he protected Iſ. 
rael, began to ſlay the Egyptians, and overthrew 
the wheels of their chariots, and they were car- 
ried into the deep. They finding this, turned 
their backs and fled : but Moſes ſtretching forth 
his hand over the ſea, the waters returned upon 


them and overwhelmed their whole army, not ag 
man of them eſcaped. But the children of Iſta-· 
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oppolite ſhore, the waters ſtanding up as a wall 


on both ſides of them: and they ſaw the carcaſes 
of the -Egyptians caſt up on the ſhore, and the 


mighty hand that the Lord had uſed againſt 
them, and they , glorified their great. deliverer, 
This paſſage of the Red Sea, was a figure of bap- 
tim. ps ET e 


g. The Journey to Mount Sina, | 


The people journey ing from the Red Sea for 
three days, could find no water: and the waters 
of Mara, which they met with on the fourth 
day, were ſo bitter they could not be drank, 
But Moſes cried to the Lord, and he ſhewed 
him a tree, which when he caſt into the waters 
they became ſweet, After this they came into 
the deſert of Sin, and here all the people mur- 
mured, regretting; their having left the fleſh pots 
of Egypt, and the bread of which they had 
plenty there. On this cccafion, the Lord ſent 
amongſt them an immenſe flight of. quails; and 
oſtead of bread, ſhower d down upon them in the 
orning the manna of heaven, a moſt delicious 
bod; Which he continued to give them for forty 
Ars, till he brought them into the land of pro- 
niſe This manna was a figute of that bread 
life, which Chriſt has ordained for our ſup- 
jort in our pilgrimage thro' the deſert of this 
Jord, till he brings us to our true country, 
Lhe next manſion of the people was in Raphi- 
m; and here they murmured for want of wa- 

| ter, 
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(24) 
ter, which by miracle was given them out of ; 
rock: this rock was a figure of Chriſt, and of 
the waters of life which ſtream from him. Here 
alſo Amalec came and fought againſt Iſrael : but 
| Moſes by lifting up his hands to heaven in pray. 
er obtained the victory. And the Lord declared 
an eternal war againſt Amalec, for perſecuting 
his people ſo lately delivered from the EgyptianſÞ« 
ſlavery. The next manſion of the people wah « 
in the deſert of Sina, over-againſt the mountain 
and here they were ordered to purify themſelye 
for the receiving the law of God. And on thay 
third day, (which was the 'fiftieth from theighh* 
coming away from Egypt) thunders began to H 
heard, and lightnings to flaſh, and the ſound a 
it were of a trumpet to be perceived exceedii 
loud; and a thick ſmoke aroſe from the mou 
as from a furnace, and all the mount was ve 
terrible, for the Lord had come down upon it 
a burning fire: and from the midſt of the f 
he delivered with a loud voice, (heard diſtind 
by all the people below, at the foot of ! 
mountain) the ten commandments as follows. 


6. An Abſtraft of the Ten Commandment 


from Exodus xx, and Deutronomy v k 
f 0 $ th 
« And the Lord ſpoke all theſe words: I ar 


the Lord thy God, who brought thee out 
the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bote 
age. Thou ſhalt not have ſtrange Gods beig#yin 
me. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf a 80 ear. 

ug 


25 

out of ii ching [an idol or image God] nor the like- 
t, and off “ nefs of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
im. Hete g “ in the earth beneath, ot in the waters under 
ſrael : bu the eatth. Thou fhalt not adore them nor 
n in ptay . “ ſerve them. Thou ſhalt not take the name 
-d declatei of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord 
zerſecutingſW* will not hold him guiltleſs, that ſhall take his 
e Egyptiaaß “ name in vain. Remember that thou keep 
zeople wa“ boly the ſabbath day. Six days ſhalt thou 
mountain “ labour, and ſhalt do all thy works, But on 
themſelyeg “ the ſeventh day is the ſabbath of the Lord 


Ind on tg“ thy God; thou ſhalt do no work on it, thou, 
from theaþ© thy ſon, nor thy daughter, nor thy man ſer- 
began to“ vant, nor thy maid ſervant, nor thy. beaſt, 
he ſound “ nor the ſtranger that is within thy gates. Ho- 


exceed nour thy father and thy mother, that thou 


1 the mou mayſt live a long time, and it may be well 
at was ven“ with thee in the land which the Lord thy 
n upon it ij! God will give thee. Thou ſhalt not kill. 
t of the fig“ Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. Thou 
rd diſtind ſhalt not ſteal. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe 
foot of . witneſs againſt thy neighbour. Thou ſhalt 


not covet thy neighbour's wife : nor [ſhalt 
thou covet] his houſe, nor his field, &c. nor 
mandme ui any thing that is his. Theſe words the Lord 
-onomy y poke to all the multitude out Ff the midſt of 
| * the fire, and of che cloud and of the darkneſs, 
words: I and he wrote them in two tables of ſtone, 
- thee out which he delivered to Moſes.” But the peo- 
zuſe of bone being exceedingly terrified, ſtood afar off, 
Gods beſ*ying to Moſes, ſpeak thou to us and we will 
yielf a 7 ear ; let not the or. ſpea's to us leſt we die, 
my”: - So 


as follows. 
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So Moſes alone went into the dark cloud where 
the Lord was, and converſed with him for forty 
days : and partly at this time, and. partly after 
the erecting. the tabernacle of the teſtimony, (the 
plan of which God gave him in the mountain) 
he received from the Lord all the other precepts . 
of the law, as well ſuch as related to the morals . 
of the people, the deciding of their cauſes and W 
puniſhing offences, as thoſe that related to the Wc; 
ſacraments, and ſacrifices to be offered, feſtivals Wc; 
to be obſerved, and ceremonies to be uſed in the .. 
worſhip of God: all which had a myſtical ic 
meaning with relation to Chriſt and his church. If 


7. The People fall into Idolatry : Their A 
Puniſhment, all 


The people ſeeing that Moſes ftaid a long Mex, 
time in the mount, gathering together againit Wan 
Aaron, ſaid to him, Ariſe, make us gods that mo 
may go before us: for as to this Moſes who in 
brought us out of Egypt, we know not what hash 
befallen him. Bring me then, ſaid Aaron, theyr; 
golden ear-rings of your wives and children: ive 
they brought them to him; and with theſe Hor 
founders work, he made a molten calf, And; 
they ſaid, theſe are thy gods, O Iſrael, who brougt; n 
toe out of the land of Ezypt. And they offered, 
{acrihices to the idol, and they ſat down to eat;i; 
and drink, and then roſe up to play. Uponihg 
this the Lord bid Moſes go down from than, 
mountain, telling kim that the people had com 

mitted 


(27) 


d where W mitted a deadly fin: and he would even then 


for forty I have deſtroyed them, and Aaron with them, if 
tly aftet I Moſes by h's prayers had not interpoſed, The 
ny, (the men of God went down carrying the two tables 
ountain) of the law in his hands: „ and when he came 
precepts Be « near and ſaw the calf and the dances, being 
e Morals 


very angry, he threw the tables out of his 
zuſes and Ws hands and broke them at the foot of the 
ed to the Wa mount, And laying hold of the calf they 
feſtivals „had made, he burnt it and beat it to powder, 
ſed in the Wes and firewed it into the water of the torrent 
myſtical We which came down from the mountain.” Then 
is church. Naſter chiding his brother Aaron, he ſtood in the 
„ate of the camp and cried out: If any man be 
: Their Non the Lord's tide let him join with me: and 
all the ſons of Levi gathered themſelyes together 
unto him; and by commiſhon from the Lord, 
id a long executed his juſtice on three and twenty thou- 
er again Wand of the idolaters. The next day, aſter re- 
gods that Wmonſtrating to the people the heinouſneſs ot their 
loſes who n (on which account, they were ordered to la 
ot what hafſpſide their ornaments, and to mourn) Moſes re- 
Aaron, tne ſurned to the Lord to implore his mercy and for- 
| children: ſiveneſs ; and he ſpent other forty days with the 
h theſe Lord in the mount, in faſting and divine con— 


calf, And@crſation, and was admitted to the fight of him, 
zwho brou$s much as could be oranted to a mortal man. 
hey offere0ÞWere alto he again received the commandments 
lown to ellpritten by the Lord on two tables as before; 
lay. Oper he came down with them from the moun- 
n from the an, his face ſnining and as it were horned with 


le had com! | beams 
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beams of light, from the converſation of tue 
Lord; to the great aſtoniſhment of ail that 
law him. 


8. Of the Ark of the Covenant, and of 
the Tabernacle, 


The two tables of the law, were, by divine 
appointment, depoſited in an ar# or cheſt, made 
for the purpoſe of incorruptible wood, covered 
with plates of gold both within and without; 
and over the ark was placed the mercy ſeat, with 
two golden cherubims, ſtanding one on each 
fide of the ark, and forming with their Wing 
as it were a feat for his divine majeſty, fron. 
which he was pleaſed to give his oracles. F 
the keeping of this ark and mercy ſeat, and far 
other ſervices of the divine worſhip, the Lon 
commanded a tabernacle to be made in the natur 
of a portable temple, being a magnificent ten! 
or pavilion; in the inner part, which was cal 
led the Holy of holies, the ark and mercy [ei 
were placed, where none but the high priel 
could go in, Before the holy of holies the 
hung down a veil or curtain beautifully embrol 
dered. And without the veil, in the other pi 
of the tabernacle, ſtood the little altar, whi 
was laid over with gold for burning of pl 
fumes; the golden candleftick with its ſeve 
branches, and the table for the twelve loae 
which were always ſet before the Lord; wii 


table was alſo plat d with gold. Before the 
tl 
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trance of the tabernacle was placed the altar of 
ſacrifices, which were to be offered according to 

the law, by Aaron and his ſons, whom the 

Lord called to the prieſthood, and who wete 
and 0 ſolemnly confecrated to that purpoſe : for whom 

alſo, the Lord ordered their prieſtly veſtments, 

8 and in particular, moſt coſtly ornaments for the 

by 01Y? high prieſt, the plate of gold under his mitre 
neſt, made engraved with the name of the Lord, his robe, 
I, coveteli ¶ and over that his curious garment called the 
without; Ephod, with its rich girdle, and little breaft 
ſeat, with plate with its four rows of precious ſtones, en- 
on each graved with the names of the twelve tribes of 
Meir Wing ltael, in which was the Urim and Thummim, 


n of tue 
all that 


jeſty, ftonſ or doctrine and truth, for giving divine anſwers 
acles. Ta and oracles. The reſt of the tribe of Levi 
at, and ſaſſ were alſo dedicated to the ſervice of the taber- 
„the Lon nacle, but in an inferior degree, the prieſtly 


1 the natu functions being reſerved for the family of Aaron. 
ificent tene tabernacle being ſet up, and conſecrated 
ch was ci and anointed by Moſes, God was pleaſed to fill 
mercy ſe it with his majeſty. Then Aaron being ordain- 
high prieſſeg with his ſons, and offering ſacrifice for him- 
holies the ſelt and the people, a fire coming from the 


ully embieLord, conſumed the victim in the fight of the 
e other pi people. Upon this occaſion, Nadab and Abihu, 
altar, whi the two eldeſt ſons of Aaron, preſuming to offer 
ging of * acenſe with unhallowed fire, were immediately 
ith its [ce leſtroyed by a fire from the Lord. 
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9. Of the Tufidelities of the People, and 
their Seditions in the Wilderneſs, 


This ark and tabernacle were removed from 
place to place, accompanying the people thro' 
all the manſions in the deſart, as a token of 
God's favour and preſence with them, and of 
his covenant with them; and yet they ſtill con- 
tinued to be a ſtiff- neck'd and rebellious people. 
Their firſt march. from mount Sina laſted for 
three days, the ark of the Lord going betore 
them and the cloud of the Lord overſhadowing 
them. And here there .aroſe a murmuring of 
the people againſt the Lord, repining at the fa- 
tigue of their journey: and the fire of the 
Lord being kindled againſt them, devoured them 
that were at the uttermoſt part of the camp; till 
Moſes prayed to God and the fire was ſwallow: 
ed up. Here alſo a mixt multitude that were 
come up out of Egypt, burned with a deſire af. 


ter fleſh, fitting and weeping, the children of 


Iſrael alſo being joined with them influenced by 
their bad example, and ſaying, who ſhall give 
us flcſh to eat, we remember the cucumbers and 


the melons, and the onions we eat in Egypt; 


our ſoul is dry, our eyes behold nothing elſe but 
manna :*and the wrath of the Lord was en- 
Kindled againſt them, becauſe they regretted 


their coming out of Egypt, and preferred the 


fleſh pots and onions before the food he gave 


them ſrom heaven. However, he promiſed tofhez 


ar, 
8 


n 
ge them fleſh to eat, which ſhould ſerve them 
for a whole monti till they perfectly loathed it: 


eſs, and he brought over from beyond the ſeas by a 

ſtrong wind, a prodigious multitude of quzils, 
ed from Wand caft them into their camp, and all round a- 
le thro' bout it for the ſpace of one day's journey ; of 


token of which they killed ſuch a quantity, and dried 
„ and of them, as ſufficed to feed them for four weeks, 
{till con» But then for their puniſhment, he ſent a great 
us people. Ipeſtilence amongſt them, and numbers of them 
laſted for Nied and were buried in that place, which 
ag betore Mhenceforward was called the graves of {u/?, for 
hadowing What irregular deſire after the Egyptian food, for 
nuring of Which they were puniſhed with death. And 
at the fa- Wow they were drawing near to the land of Ca- 
re of the Wan, which the Lord had promiſed to give 
uced them em in poſleſſion; when Moſes ſent twelve 
camp; til ies, one of every tribe, principal men, to view 
> ſwallow- We whole country, and bring back an account | 
that were it. Theſe at their return, brought ſome of | 
a deſire ai- Ie fruits of the land, in token of its fertility ; | 
children of It then they ſo terrified the people by aggravat- | 
luenced by z to them the ſtrength of the cities, and the ! 
ſhall give Rgantick Gze of the iyuhabitants, that there aroſe | 
imbers and univerſal murmur, whick Caleb and Joſhua, 
in Egypt go of the number, ſought in vain to quell ; for 
ing e\ſe but multitude would even have ſtoned them, and 
rd was en-Wre for appointing themſelves a leader, and re- 
y regrett!0Fning into Egypt. When Moſes and Aaron 
eferred theſprd this, they fell down flat upon the ground 
od he c2V*Wore the multitude, and the glory of the Lord 
promiſed * feared over the tabernacle t the covenant » 
> 'A 
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long to him; and whom he ſhall chooſe, 
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all the people. And the Lord ſaid to Moſes; 
how long will this people not believe me, after 
all the ſigns I have wrought before them; I wil 
ſtrike them therefore with peſtilence and con- 
ſume them. But Moſes prayed moſt earneſtly 
to the Lord to forgive them, and he was pleaſe 
graciouſly to hear his prayer; yet ſo as to exclude 
by an irreverſible decree, all the murmurers from 
ever entering the promiſed Jand, and to fentence 
them all to die in the deſatt; and as for the au- 
thors of the ſedition they were ſtruck dead upo 
the ſpot : but the reſt going out the next day u 
fight, againſt the will of God, were defcate 


by the Canaanites. * 
10. Of the Schiſm of Korab, Dathon, an a 
Abiron. *% 
Korah a Levite, Dathan and Abiron of th 7 
tribe of Ruben, with two hundred and fifty Mou 
thers, all leading men of the ſynagogue, roſe Mit 
againſt Moſes and Aaron, oppoſing their authqy. _ 
rity and claiming to themſelves a ſhare in Ii; 
prieſthood. Which when Moſes heard, he * 
flat on the ground, dreading the conſequence , hi. 


this ſacrilegious attempt. Then ſpeaking 
Korah and all the multitude, he ſaid: in & 
morning the Lord will make known who | 


mo 


ſhall approach to him. Take every one of ji 
your cenſers, wit] fire in them, and put incet 
upon the fire befg! the Lord, and whomſoe 


( 33 ) 
de ſhall chooſe, he ſhall be holy, He alſo ſent 


o Moſes: | ' 

me, after or Dathan and Abiron, but they refuſed to come 

m; I ui 7 any regard to his meſſage, and ſent him a 

and con- vitumelio us anſwer. On the next day, Korab, 

carne vith all his company, with their cenſers in their 

72s pleaſe ands, ſtanding on the one fide, and Aaron 
yith his cenſer on the other; when they had 


to exclude 
jurers from 
to fentence 


fawn up all the multitude againſt Moſes ard 
laron to the door of the tabernacle, the glory 
f the Lord appeared to them all, And the 


for the au- 

dead upo ord faid to Moſes and Aaron ; ſeparate your- 
e ws 4 among this congregation, that I may 
re defeatul reſently deſtroy them, And he ſaid to Moſes ; 


ommand the people to depart from the ten 
Lorah, Dathan, and Abiron ; which Be any — 
han, @ ad done, behold the earth opening under their 
et, ſwallowed them down alive ; and at the 
ime time a fire coming out from the Lord 
eltroyed the two hundred and fifty that offered 
e incenſe ; and on the following day, fourteen 


iron of tl 


and fifty Wouſand, { 

n hundred others, who raiſed a 

n dition againſt Moſes and Aaron: imputing to 

nl em the death of all that had perithed. After 
"Wis, the Lord was pleaſed to confirm the prieſt- 


ieard, he ood to Aaron, b | 
| » by the miracle of the bloomin 

e his rod; which alſo he ordered to be kept — 
or 1 monument in the tabernacle. 
wn who | 

chooſe, [ 11. Other 
ry one of J 
ad put inch 

| whomlo: 
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11. Other Murmurings of the People: 
Their Victories over Schon and Os, 


And now the people were come to Cades on 
the conhnes of the land of Edom, where they 
wanted water for themſclves and their cattle; 
and on this occaſion making a ſedition, they 
. murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron, for bring: 
ing them out of Egypt into thoſe wretched de- 
ſerts; and demanded water in, a tumultuous 
manner: Moſes and Aaron betook themſcelve 
to the tabernacle, and there falling flat on 1he 
ground, begged of the Lord to open bis ſtore 
and give to the people a fountain of water. He 
ordered them to take the rod, and to aſſemble 
the people, and to ſpeak to the rock before * 
and that it ſLould give them water. They a 
ſembled the multitude before the rock, and Md 
ſes ſtruck it twice with his rod, and there came 
forth water in great abundance for the peoph 
and for their cattl?, But on account of ſont 


diffidence or weakneſs of faith of Moles an Tx 
Aaron on this occaſion, the Lord told them ih B 
they ſhould not be pe: mitted to bring the peopMiiny 
Into the land which he was about to give the ive 
From Cades they marched to mount Hor, whe in 
Aaron died, and his ſon Eleazar was made |: fe; 
prieſt in his ſtead. Here they defeated king he t 
the Canaanite, and deſtroyed his cities. | half 


their march from Hor in compaſſing the land 
Edom, the peop wearied with their journd 


al 
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and labour, murmured again againſt God and 
People: NMoſes: and the Lord for their puniſhment ſent 


Oz, zmong them fiery ſerpents, (fo called from the 

burning heat Cauſed by their bite) which killed 
Cades on many of them. Upon which, confeſſing their 
here the in, they begg'd for mercy. And Moſes, by or- 
ir caule; er of the Lord, made a brazen ſerpent, which 
ion, they Ne ſer up for a ſign, which when they that were 
for bring · {Witten looked upon they were healed. - This ſer- 


tched de · ent lifted up in the wilderneſs was a figure of 
umultuouMhriſt crucified, and of the efficacy of a lively 
themſelveiß ich in his paſſion againſt the bites of the hel- 
at on ith ſerpents. 

his Nora After this, the people marching on came to 


water. Tele torrent Arnon, the rapid ftreams of which 
to aſlemblere miraculouſly dried up for their paſſage. 
efore them ben they ſent to Sehon king of the Amor- 

T bey Pites, for leave to paſs thro' his territories which 


c, and holy between them and the river Jordan; but he 
there C2Mfuſed it, and came out with all his people to 
r the peop ht againſt Iſrael, who ſlew him with all his 
nt of ſonmy, and took poſſeſſion of all his cities. And 
| Moles Mey turned themſelves and went up by the way 
1d them d Baſan: and Og the king of Baſan came 
ig the peopfzinſt them with all his people; and the Lord 
o give theiivered him alſo into their hands, with all his 
t Hor, Wiſminions, Thus Iſrael poſſeſſed themſelves of 
as made fertile countries of Baſan and Galaad ; and 
ed king uche them to the tribes of Ruben and Gad, and 
is Citic>. "Whalf the tribe of Manaſſes. 
9 the lane 

their jouim 


al 


12. Balaam 
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12. Balcam is ſent for 10 curſe ljrae!, 
His wicked Counſel, and the Conſequencuſ 


of it, | 
( 

Theſe victories of Iſrael alarmed Balac, thi 
king of the Moabites, who in conjundic 
with the princes of Madian, ſent a ſolem 
embaſſy to Balaam, whom they eſteemed 
great prophet and favourite of heaven, to in 
vite him to come and lay his curſe upon Iſtat 
In his journey, the Angel guardian of Iſrael flo 
in his way, with a drawn ſword, and ſuffere 
not his aſs to paſs by: he even opened the mouth 
of the dumb beaſt to rebuke the prophet, an 
then ſhewed himſelf to him, faying : 1 a 
come to withſtand thee becauſe thy way is pt 
verſe and contrary to me. Balaam worſhippe 
him falling flat on the ground, and offered 
return home again: but the angel bid him go 
but to ſpeak no other thing than what he ſho 
command him. Balaam, thro” the defire he 
of gratifying Balac, three times attempted 
curſe Ifrael ; but all the times, he was obli 
by the Spirit of God, to bleſs them, and 
prophecy good things of them: he even foretqh, 
the coming of Chriſt, whom he calls the 
that ſhould ariſe out of Jacob. Yet after uti 
ing all theſe good things, he gave to Balac 
the Madianites, a moſt deteſtable counſel, wh 
was, to ſend th ir beautiful women into 
camp of Iſrael, | ho might allure the po 


— —— wu 
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luſt, and draw them over to the worſhip of their 
ſe Hal Gods, and by that means ſtrip them of the 
nſequentiMerace and protection of the Lord. This diabo- 


lical counſel was put in practiſe, and a multitude 
of the people were by this means debauched 


Balac, rom the Lord: for which infidelity, four and 
conjunctiowenty thouſand of them were ſlain, And by 
t a ſolemiifWhe commandment of the Lord, an army was 
eſteemed Went againſt the Madianites who had debauched 
ven, to inhem ; which without the loſs of a man, ſlew 
zpon Ifta their princes and people; and with them 
 Ifrael frooWalaam their wicked counſellor, 

ind ſuffere | 

d the mou 3. The laſt As of Moſes : his Death 
xrophet, 2 and Burial. 

ying : 1 a 

way is g The time of the death of Moſes being now 
; worlhppt hand, he cauſed all the people to be number- 
d offered Wa, from twenty years old and upwards, by their 
bid him 2Wcibes : and they were found to be ſix hundred 
hat he (hound. one thouſand, ſeven hundred and thirty: 
deſire he Agmongſt whom there was not one of thoſe who 
attempted Wd been numbered before in the deſert of Sinai, 
was ObliWrcept Caleb and Joſhua: for the Lord bad 
them, and ſretold, that they ſhould all die in the wilder- 
even foteies. He then delivered to the people all the 
calls the Mecepts and exhortations contained in the book 
et after UF Deutronomy, which he wrote at this time: 
to Balac preſenting to them all the divine benefits to 


-ounſe], Wilſem and their fathers and inculcating particu- 


men into hy that they ſhould love the Lord their God 
the peo ih their whole heart, and sep all his com- 
' mandaunt: . 
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mandments ; that they ſhould flee from idolatry, 
and all the other abominations of the Canaa. 
rites, and have no manner of ſociety with them: 
chat they ſhould be always humble, and never 
2itribute their victories or good ſucceſs to any 
merits of their own, but to God's free love and 
goodneſis, and the covenant he had made with 
their fathers ; for that they had always been 2 
{tiff neck'd and rebellious people, &c. With 
theſe exhortations he joined a promiſe of great 
bleſſings to them, if they kept God's law; and 
threats of moſt dreadiul puniſhments if they 
tranſgreſſed. He alſo told them, that God 
would raiſe up for them in his good time anc- 
ther great prophet, a law giver like himſelh, 
meaning Jeſus Chriſt, whom all muſt hear and... 
obey who would be ſaved. He then aflembled 
all the people, and ſolemnly renewed the cove- 
nant between them and the Lord: and taught 
them a canticle, which was to be to them a con 
ſtant remembrance of the law of God. Thea 
after giving his bleſſing to all their tribes, Me 
went up, as God had commanded, to the top de; | 
mount Nebo, from whence the Lord ſheweſſe c 
him all the promiſed land: and there he gave mir 
his ſpirit into the hands of God; being oe a 
hundred and twenty years old. The Lord buffer 
ried him by the miniſtry of angels; and wougaq / 
have the place of his burial to be unknowr: 
leſt the Iſraelites, who were prone to idolatiſ6, 

ſhould pay divine Fonour to his ſepulchre. 1 


| a 
CHAM. 


( 39) 
CHAP. III. 


from the Books of Joſbua and Judges. 


idolatry, 
Canaa- 
th them: 
1d never 
to any 
love and 
ade with 


We miraculous Paſſage over the River 
Tordan. 
been 2 


Wil WT OSHUA by divine appointment ſucceeded 
> of great Moſes, and being encouraged by the Lord, 
aw ; and Wimoniſhed the people to prepare themſelves to 
s if they Hass over the river Jordan; in the mean time 
that Goldie ſ:nt two ſpies to the ſtrong city of Jericho, 
time a00-Why were harboured and concealed by Rahab ; 
e himlcll reward of which good work a covenant was 
t hear and@2ce, to fave all that ſhould be found in her 
| aflembledWouſe at the taking of the city. After their re- 
I the cov&-Wrn, the people removed their camp; and follow- 
and taugt gat a diſtance the prieſts that carried the ark 
hem a col the Lord, came up to the river, which at 
od. T 4at time was ſwelled and had filled its banks. 
r tribes, ben behold, no ſooner had the prieſts who car- 
© the top qed the ark dipped their feet in the water, but 
ord {hewMe channel was dried up; the waters that were 
e he gave ming down being ſtopped, ſo as to ſwell up 
; being oe a mountain and to be ſeen afar off; and the 
ne Lord diters that were bencath running away into the 
, and Wound ſca or lake of Sodom. And thus all Iſrael 
ze unknoWWrched thro” the dry channel over againſt Jeri- 

to idolauſo. And for a monument of this miracle, 
ulchre. y ſet up twelve ſtones in th midſt of the chan- 
and carried other twelve i mes out of the chan- 
CHA P and ſet them up in Ge! al; where they en- 
D 2 camped 
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camped that night, Now when 1 was in 
the feld of Jericho, which was clote thut up 
for fear of the children of Iirae), he ſaw thy WF 
a man ſtanding over againſt him bold ding . 
drawn ſword, and he went to him and ſaid: 4 
Art thou one of ours, or of our eee | 
ard he anſwered, 70; but I om prince of the |» 
of the Loyd [ St. Michael] and now I am con, 
I ihua fell on his face to the ground, and wor. 
Wipp ng, (aid: what ſaith my Lord to dis fer 
vant? F551 e, ſaith he, the ſhoes from off ty 
feet, for the place whereon thou ſtandeſt is hoh. 


2. The taking of Ferichs and Hai. 

For the taking of Jericho, the Lord ordered | 
that they ſhould make a proceſſion round it {«Mf * 
ſeven days, the prieſts carrying the ark nil © 
ſounding the trumpets : and that on the ſeventh * 
day the people ſhould all give a great ſhout: ; 
which when they had done, the walls forthuith ( 
fell down, and every man went up by the ph! 
that was overagainft him, and they took an b 
deſtroyed the city; only (paring them that wad 
found in the houſe of: Rahab : but the T 18 


gold and ſilver were conſecrated unto the tr: wa 
ry of the Lord. Joſhua aiſo by the Sort e 
God laid a curſe upon the man that ſhould en 
rebuild the walls of this city. In a myſic ab 
ſenſe, Jericho ſignifies iviguity- the walls « 
which are thrown down by the trumpets of tt 
golpei: and a dre: tul woe ſhall fall on thei d 
by whom they are uvilt up again. | ron 
T. lie 


UA wos in 
| {ut up 
ſa v thele 


holding 1 


and {aid 
verſarics ! 
of the | 7 
am come. 

and wer. 
o Dis ſer⸗ 
m off f 
st 18 noh. 


Hai. 


"rd ordered 
bund it fer 
18 ark and 
the ſeventh 
reat ſhout! 
Is forthwi 
y the plac 
1 took ard 
n that we 
he ſport's | 
o the tr: al 
ne Spirit ( 


ſhould ve 
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| After the taking of Jericho, three thouſand 


men were ſent againſt the city of Hai; but they 


Fere defeated in puniſhment of the ſacrilege of 
chan, who had ſtolen ſome part of the ſpoils 
pf Jericho, which had been devoted to the 
Lord. This defeat put all Iſrael in confternati- 
pn: and Joſhua, with all the ancients, proſtrat- 
Ing himſelf before the ark imploted the divine 
nercy, when the Lord ſaid to him, chap. vii. 
bo, &c. ** Ariſe, why lyeſt thou flat on the 
ground? Iirael hath fined and ttanſgreſſed 
* againſt my covenant : and they have taken 
of the anathema [devoted to me] and have 
* ſtolen and lyed, &c. neither can Iſrael ſtand 
before his enemies— becauſe he is defiled with 
the anathema, I will be no more with you, 
till you deftroy him that is guilty of this 
wickedneſs. Ariſe, ſanQlify the people, and 
ſay to them, the curſe is in the midſt of thee 
O Ifrael—you ſhall come in the morning by 
your tribes and families; and whoſoever ſhall 
be found by lot to be the man that has done 
this wicked thing, ſhall be burnt with fire, 
with all his ſubſtance.” Accordingly in the 
orning, all Iſrael being brought by their tribes, 
e lot fell upon the tribe of Juda; and a- 
jongſt the families of Judah, upon that of 
addi, in this family it fell upon Achan, the 
n of Charmi : who being thus detected, ac- 


owledged his guilt, and v'2s ſtoned to death, 

d all his ſubſtance was conſumed by fire. 

rom this paſſage, Chriſtia ; may learn, what 
D 


3 


a dread- 
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a dreadfu] evil it is to have the curſe of wille! 
fin in the midſt of their ſouls: and that ihe 
muſt not expect that any thing ſhould go wel 
with them, till this enormous evil is removed; 
becauſe God will not be with them. After this 
the people went up againſt Hai, and with eat 
took it and deſtroyed it. 


3. The Children of Trae! are deceived ty 
tne Gabaonites : A miraculcus vifien 
oder five kings: PFeſhua commands tit 
Sun to tand ſtill. 


And now the kings of Canaan hearing whit 
Joſhua had done to Jericho and Hai, alt wit 
one accord, gathered themſelves together, '» 
fight againſt Iſrael. Only the Gabaonites ſcnd- 
ing an embaily, as they pretended, ſrom a coui—- 
try afar off, to the Iſraelites, induced them 61 
make a league with them: dectiving them, be i 
cauſe they had not firſt conſulted the Lord, ! 
However, When the deceit was diſcovered, the hee 
would net kill them, becauſe of their cath : du 
they ſentenced them to be for ever in the fervic 
of the people, and to hew weed, and to car 
water for the uſcs of the altar and the tabernace, 
But Adoniſedec king of Jeruſalem, hearing tha 
the Gabaonites were gone over to Iſrael, joinin 
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his forces with the kings of Hebron and of Je 
rimoth, and of Lachis and of Eglon, went anc 
laid ſiege to Gabac : of which the beſiegel 

gant 
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of wih eave notice to Joſhua ; who being encouraged 
that ihey by the Lord, ſet out from his camp at Galgal, 
| go wel nd marching all the night came upon them 
removed; Wſuddenly. And the Lord troubled them at the 
After this Wight of Iſrael, and he made a great ſlaughter of 
with eae them. And as they were fleeing by the deſcent 

pf Bethoron, the Lord caſt down upon them 

great [tones from heaven, as far as Azeca : and 
ceived Men more were killed by the hailitones, than 
ere ſlain by the ſwords of the Iſraelites. Then 
Joſhua, ſuil of faith and confidence, ſpoke in 
the hearing of the people, to the Lord, and ſaid: 
Ave not O ſun towards Gabacn; nor thru O 
mon towards the valley of Aialan and the fun 
aring WP and moon ftood ſtiil till the people revenged 
i, al! win chemſelves of their enemies. o the ſun ſtood 
ether, VF {hill in the midſt of heaven, and haited not 
znites ico to go down for the ſpace of one day. Ihre 
om a coul-Wf was, not before nor after ſo long a day, the 
d them i Lord obeying the voice of a man, and fight- 
them, be. ing for Iſrael. 
the Lord The five kings in their flight, betook them- 
vered, the ves to a cave near Maceda ; where they were 
;r cath : 0!Wicovered, and brought out to the people, who 
the ſet vieh their feet upon their necks ; after which they 
nd to cat]rre ordered to be flain and hung up upon gib- 
e tabernacts, And all the army of Iſrael returned from 
hearing We purſuit of their enemies ſafe and ſound, 
rael, join! WMthout the loſs of a man. 
and of Je 
n, went a - | 4. Other 
the beſiege 
gase 


's written 
nands tit 
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4. Other Viftories of Foſhua: His 140 
Atts and Death, 


After this miraculous victory, Joſhua beſieged 
j and took Maceda and Lebna, and Lachis and 
4 Eglon, and Hebron and Dabir, all royal cities; 
1 and ſubdued the whole countty that lay to the 
930 ſouth of Gabaon ; and then was called forth to 
| fight againſt Jabin king of Aſor, who had aſſem- 
bled all the kings of- the north, with all their 
11 forces, an army exceeding numerous, like the 
| | | ſand that lies on the ſea- ſnore; with a very great 
1 multitude of horſes and chariots, to fight 2. 
| gainſt iſrael, But Joſhua came and fell upon 
. them on a ſudden; and the Lord delivered them 
FC into his hands, and he ſlew them all; ſo as to 
leave no remains. After this he took Aſor, and 
all their other ſtrong holds, and ſubdued the 
whole country. And then divided it by lot to 
the children of Iſrael. And now the tabernacle 
of the covenant was fet up in Sila, a city of the 
tribe of Ephraim: and here the ſanctuary of they. 
Lord and the one only altar allowed by the law. . 
to the people of God, remained till the time, 
that the ark was taken by the Philiſtines. Sd 
After this, Joſhua, drawing near the end oi. 
his mortal pilgrimage, called for all Iſrael; and 
exhorted them to the love and fervice of 
Lord; warning them in particular to avoid mat 
riages and all oth-: ſociety with the Gentiles 


for fear of being cc rupted by them: ann 
08 
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z beſieged 
achis and 
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zy to the 
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jad aſſem- 
all ther 
„like the 
very great 
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ered them 
; ſo as to 
Aſor, and 
ibdued the 
; by lotto 
tabernacle 
city of the 
uary of the 
by the law 
11 the time 
nes. 
the end 0 
Iſrael ; and 
vice of 
o avoid mal 
e Gentiles 


; promiſing 
fol 


from the Lord. 
pant to this effect, between the people and God: 
nd recorded it in the volume of the law. And 
ter theſe things, he concluded a holy life with 


them all good if they kept God's command- 
mente, and threatening them with ſpeedy de- 
Jiruction if they ſhould tranſvreſs and revolt 
He made alſo a ſolemn cove- 


þ happy death, being one hundred and ten years 


5. The Hiſtcry of the Juages. 


þ The people of Iſrael ſerved the Lord all the 
bars of 


Toſhua, end of the ancients that had 
en all his wonderful works, But this genera- 
on being dead and gone, they quickly fell away 
om the worftip of God to the worfhip of 
hols; and in puniſhment of their apoſtacy, 
ere detivercd up into the hands of their ene- 
ts, and were enſlaved and grievouſly oppreſſed 
y them, Upon their repentance, the Lord, in 
s mercy, reſcued them cut of their hands, by 
e means of ſame extraordinary perſons whom 
raiſed up for them: but generally ſpeaking, 
ey relapſed again. Theſe extraordinary per- 


_ for their time the rulers and judges of 
al, | 


O:boniel, Abod, and Samgar. 


The Iſraelites being for t cir ſins delivered 
o the hands of the kin; of Meſopotamia, 


were 
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were violently oppreſſed by him for eight years, 
and they cried to the Lord, who raited them uy 
a ſaviour to deliver them, viz. Othoniel the ne. 
phew of Caleb: and the Spirit of the Lord wa 
in him, and he overthrew their enemies, and 
gave them reſt for forty years. 

Tbey returned again to their evil ways; and 
then were oppreſſed for eighteen years by thei 
Moabites : but upon their crying to the Lod 
for mercy, he delivered them by the means i 
Ahod, who flew the king of Moab; and the 
land reſted eighty years, | 
Aſter Ahod came Samgar the fon of Anat. 
who alſo defended Iſtael; and flew of the Phi 
Iiſtines - ſix hundred men with a plow- ſhare. 


Debbora and Barac, 


The people relapſed again into idolatry ; ani 
were delivered up into the hands of Jabin kin 
of Canaan, and Siſara his general, who hat 
nine hundred chariots ſet with hooks and ſcythes 
and he tyrannized over them for twenty yea 
At that time Debbora the propheteſs judged Ii 
rael; who being divinely inſpired, ſent for B- 
rac the Nephthalite ; giving him a commilis 
from the Lord, to aſſemble ten thouſand men 0 
the tribes of Nepththali and Zabulon; and a 
ſuring him that the Lord ſhould deliver S 
and all his army, and his chariots into the 
hands. Which h. pened accordingly : for t! 


Lord ſtruck ſuch # terror into Siſara and all hf 
arm 
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ht years ; pray at the ſight of Barac, that they all fled 


away with the utmoſt confuſion ; and Siſara, 
el the ne. Nymping out of his chariot, ſought to ſave him 
Lord wa 15 in the pavillion of Jabel the wife of Heber 
mies, and the Cinite: but here laying. himſelf down to 
Jeep, he met with death from her hands. And 


| them up 


yays ; and ſs to his army they were all deſtroyed. Thus 
ars by then end was put to the tyranny of Jabin; and 
the Lod e land reſted forty years. 

means dig 


; and the Gedeon. 

of Anzth,[ But the Iſraelites again did evil in the ſight of 
f the Ph. od; and he delivered them into the hands of 
. ſhare. e Madianites; who moſt grievouſly oppreſſed 

bem for ſeven years: till upon their crying to 
te Lord, he called forth the humble Gedeon, 
: ) fave them out of their hands. But leſt Iſrael 

olatry ; aniſov!d glory in their own ſtrength, as if they had 

Jabin kin ſtained the victory over their enemies by the 

I, who hal ultitude of an army; when the Lord ſent 
and ſcythes Nedeon to fight againſt an army of one hundred 
renty yea thirty five thouſand, he only allowed him to 

; judged Ie with him three hundred men, and thoſe he 

(cnt tor B furniſhed with trumpets, and earthen pitch- 

commiſinÞ and burning lamps. Theſe entering into 

\fand men camp of the Madianites at midnight, in 
on; and Mee different parts, ſounding their trumpets and 

eliver Sa king their pitchers one againſt another, and 

ts into the ing forth their lamps, cried out, the feord of 
gly : for t Lord and of Gedeon. Wi: which the Lord 
a and all ed their whole camp wit ſuch terror and 

arm confuſion, 


very evil ſpirit between him and the Sichimite 
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confuſion, that crying out and howling, they all 
began to flee, and even killed one another. In 
their flight, the Iſraelites from all ſides coming if 
upon them, made ſuch a laughter of them, tha 
no fewer than one hundred and twenty thouſand i 
were ſlain that day, and amongſt them ther 
four chiefs Oreb and Zeb, and Zebee and Sal. 
mana. After this victory, the people would 
have made Gedeon their king: but he humbly 
declined it; faying, that neither he nor his fan 
ſhould rule over them; but the Lord fhould rule 
over them. He judged Iſrael in peace forty 
years, and died in a good old age. But aſtet 
his death the people returned again to the wor- 
{hip of Baal. 


gl 


Abimelek. 


Abimelek one of the ſons of Gedeon, wit 
the help of the Sichimites uſurped the govert 
ment after the death of his father, and havin! 
hired to himſelf an armed multitude, murder 
all his brothers excepting Joatham the youngel 
and was made king by the men of Sichem, 
that time a capital city in Iſrael. But his pow: 
was ſhort lived: for the Lord quickly ſent 


which ended in their mutual ruin, according 
the prayer and prediction of Joatham, For tl 
Sichimites taking up arms againſt Abimele 
were defeated Pl n, and their city and ftron 


tower were deſtro; :d4 with all the inhabitant 
An 


( 49 ) 
and Abimelek beſieging the tower of Thebes, : 
nd coming near the gate to ſet fire to it, was 
killed by a woman caſting a piece of a millſtone 


g; they all 
other. In 


» —_— from above upon his head. He judged Iſrael three 
hu, ears: Thola who ſucceeded him was judge 
2 for three and twenty years; and his ſucceſſor 


air for two and twenty. 


e and Sal. 

ple would 

he humbly Jepbie. 

ould ir And now the children of Iſrael adding new 
eace ſom Ins to their old ones, were delivered into the 
P But aſter ands of the Ammonites, and of the Philiſtines. 


ind when they cried to the Lord, he ſaid to 
hem : „Go and call upon the gods which you 
have choſen: let them deliver you in the time 
* of your diſtreſs.” And the children of Ifrgel 
aid to the Lord: We have finned ; do thou 
to us whatſoever it pleaſeth thee : only deliver 
us this time.” And faying theſe things they 
aſt out of their coaſts all their idols, and ſerved 
he Lord their God : and he was touched with 
heir miſeries. O infinite mercy! And naw 
he men of Galaad (the country beyond the 
Jordan) who were moſt oppreſſed by the Am- 
nonites, choſe the valiant Jephte for their ruler 
nd captain: and the Spirit of the Lord came 
pon him; and aſſembling all his people, he 


o the wol- 


edeon, Wit 
the goverl 
and having 
e, murdere 
he youngel 
Sichem, 1 
it his pow! 
ickly ſent 
e Sichimite 


2 ade a vow to the Lord, that if he would grant 

m. * im victory, he would offer up in ſacrifice the 

t 2 rſt that ſnould meet him, when he returned to 
a 


inhabitant 


is houſe, God gore len de victory, by which 
An 


he 
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de entirely delivered Iſrae] from the power d 
the Ammonites. When behold the firſt perſy 
who meets him returning home, to his prey 
grief, was his only child, a maiden daughter. 
however he looked upon himſelf obliged to ful 
his vow; to which the virgin allo conſented, 
only deſiring a reprieve of two months. Thoug 
ſome are of opinion that this ſacrifice of Jephte 
daughter, was no other than a coniecration d 
her virginity to the Lord. Becauſe the imme 
lating of human victims was always condemne 
by the law of God. Jephte judged Iſrael fi 
years: and after him Abeſan judged them eve 
years: his ſucceſſor Ahialon ten years, and aft 
him Abdon eight years. But the people fallin 
again into idolatry, were made a prey to | 
Philiſtines, and ſerved them forty years. 


Samſon. 


At this time Samſon was born, and was 
Nazarite of God, that is one conſecrated t 
God from his infancy. He was endowed wi 
an extraordinary ſtrength: and the Spirit of 
Lord wrought wonders by him. He tore ali 
in pieces who came to aſſault him; and bein 
only a ſingle man, he ſlew great numbers of t 
Philiſtines at different times. One time wht 
he had entered into Gaza, one of their citie: 
and they had ſet guards at the gate, thinki 
that now they had him ſecure: he roſe at mil 
night, and taking oth the folding doors of f 


£4 
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lte, together with the poſts and the bo't, and 


( 

FA pen Aying then upon his {houlders, carried them 
his green p to the top of the hill which looketh towards 

davohter Nebron. After this he fell in love with a wo- 
ed to fun named Dalila; who was bribed by the lords 
mend f the Philiſtines to betray him into their hands. 
Ty Thous Which ſhe at length effected, when having by 
| of Jephte 1 IMPOreuney eine from IO, that his 
ſecration Mergth was a miraculous gift of God, ſoraſ- 
the immo ech as be was a Nuzarite conſecrated to God; 
condemned that if his head were jhaved he ould for- 


boch his conſecration and his drength; ſe 
1 Lac it for a barber, and cauſed his head 10 be 


| 
—_— aved ; and then called in the Philiſti nes, who 
ple Fand upon him and forthwith put out his eyes, 


led him bound in chains to Gaza, and there 


to | | f : ' 
prey 08 ring him up in priſon, made him grin. 


als, 3 a 
nd now his bair began to grow again, When 
e princes of the Philiſtines, with their people, 
king a great feaſt in honour of their god Da- 
and wa , called for Samſon to come and play before 
'nſecrated Dem, in the preſence of about three thouſand 
wad ctators. And they placed him between the 
Spirit of | ſo pillars that ſupported the houſe. When be 
re tore a lu ing upon the Lord to reſtore him his ſtrength, 
„ and bend hold on one of the pillars with his right 
\mbers of Mrd, and on the other with his left, and ſhook 
e time wid" ſo ſtrongly, that the whole houſe came 


wn, and fell upon the heads of all the princes, 
d of the ret of the multitude, And Samſon 
mlelf was alſo killed with; them, He judged 
acl twenty years, 

E Tte 


their cities 
ate, think! 
roſe at mil 
doors of ü 
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The Kiſtory of Ruth alſo happened in the 
time of the Judges. She was a Gentile by birth; 
but married to an Tſraelite a ſojourner in the land 
of Moab; and after the death of her huſband, 
1efolutely adhering to her mother-in-law Neem 
ard returning with her to Bethlehem, was hap. MW, 
pily brought to the true religion, and afluciated 
to the communion of the people of God. Here 
ſhe married Bocz, to whom ſhe bore Obed tte 
grandfather of David: from whom is deſcendel 
according to the fleſh our Lord Jeſus Chrit 
who is God above all ble!l:d for evermore. 


CHAP. IV. 
From the Eocks of Samuel. 


The Hiſtory of the People of God, undi 
Heli, Samuel, Saul and David. 


Heli. 


FT ER Samſon, Heli the high prieſt wa 

the judge of Iſrael forty years. He reſide 

in Silo, where the temple of the Lord was 
that time : and being old, committed the func 
tions of the prieſthood to his two ſons Ophi 
and Phinees ; who were wicked, and gave grei 
ſcandal to the people. In thoſe days Samuel w: 
born, obtained by the prayers of his moti 
Anna, who dedica: d him by vow to the ſervie 


of the Lord in his mple, and preſented him 
tl 
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the high prieſt when he was as yet a child. Here 


ed in the Whe miniſtered to the Lord before Heli : and here 
e by birth; Nhe Lord was pleaſed to reveal himſelf to him. 
n the land WM. muel fleot in the temple, where the ark of 
7 huſband, IPod was kept: and one night the Lord called 


aw Neem, Win, He went preſently to Heli, thinking it 


was Nap- Nyas he that called him: and this was repeated a 
| afluciated Hecond and a third time: till Heli underſtanding 
od. Here was the Lord that called the child, bid him, 
: Obed te he was called any more, to ſay : Speak, Lord, 


deſcended 
ſus Chritl, 
more. 


ir thy ſervant heareth, He did ſo: and the Lord 
25 pleaſed to reveal to him the evils that ſnould 
ll upon the houſe of Heli, becauſe of the ini- 
uity of his fons, whom he had not properly 
haſtiſed. In the morning, Heli infiſting upon 
nowing what the Lord had ſaid ; Samuel told 


el. im all: and he humbly ſubmitted to the ſen- 

nce of his puniſhment, ſaying : It is the Lord 
0d, 1nd him do what is good in his ſight. From this 
avid. me the Lord often revealed himſelf to Samuel : 


dall Iſrael came to know that he was a pro- 
het of the Lord. 
In thoſe days the Iſraelites being worſted in an 
h prieſt wieagement with the Philiſtines, ſent to Silo for 
He reliveWe ark of the Lord to be brought into their 
ord was mp for their protection; and the two ſons of 
ed the funeſhel came with it. The people received the ark 
ſons Opnuith a great ſhout of joy: but God was not 
1d gave gieiicaſed to allow them his protection. They 
Samuel ere beaten again by the Philittines with the loſs 
his motdq thirty thouſand men, Ophni and Phinees were 
to the ſrt flain, and the ark of od was taken, to 
ented him E 3 the 
tl 
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the great grief and deſolation of all Ifrael : ani W$ were 
Heli upon hearing the news, falls back from ho mad 
ſeat and dies, being ninety- eightfyeats old. F Phil: 


che I 
N muel 
i d his 


The Philiftines carried away the ark, and ſet 
it up in the temple of their idol Dagon, which 
fell down twice before the ark of the Loi, 
They removed it from city to city, -and where- {Walking 
ſoever it came they were grievouſly plagued ; till Ms givir 
after ſeven months, they ſent it away to Beth. her na 
ſames, a city of Iſrael]: where the people too Was plea 
curiouſly looking into it, were ſtruck with an. E 
peſtilence which carried off fifty thouſand me aſſt 
From Bethſames the ark was removed to'Cariath- was d 
iarim : where it remained till the days of king Ne Lord 
David, dd that 
uel en 
orning, 
JUENCE 
m a nei 
me upo 
ople to 
m the 
lot fel 
me, bu 
rd: an 


Samuel. 


Aſter the death of Heli, Samuel judged Iſrael: 
and happy were the people under his direction. 
He brought all the houſe of Iſrael to follow the 
Lord, and ferve him alone. And having ga 
thered them together to Maſphath, where they 
all joined in the conſeſſion of their fins, and in 
faſting and prayer; he there obtained for them 


a glortous victory over the Philiſtines, who came ple, he 
up to fight againſt them. For he took a ſucł m by ti 
© ling lamb, and offered it whole for a burn. e out, 


de offering to the Lord; and he cried to ta 
« Lord for Iſrael, and the Lord heard him; 
« and he thundered upon the Philiſtines with 


“great thunder and terrified them, and the 


41 75 
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were overthrown, and the men of Iſrael 
made a great ſlaughter of them. And the 


» and 
m his 


che Lord was againſt them all the days of Sa- 
F muel.” And now the Prophet growing old, 
5 "= . 
Ind his ſons whom he had made judges not 
alking in his footſteps, the people inſiſted upon 
is giving them a king to judge them, as all 
Beth. her nations had their kings. And the Lord 
e too as pleaſed to make choice of Saul to be the 
vith a Wan. He was ſent out by his father to ſeek 
uſand. me aſſes that were loſt, and not finding them 
\riath- was directed to conſult Samuel; to whom 
king e Lord the day before had revealed his coming, 
dd that it was he that ſhould rule Iſrael. Sa- 
vel entertained him, that day and the next 
orning, privately anointed him king; in con- 
quence of which unCtion, God preſentiy gave 
m a new heart, and the Spirit of the Lord 
me upon him. After this, Samuel called the 
ople together to Maſpha, and propoſed to 
m the choice of a king by lots: and here 
lot fell upon Saul. He had hid himſelf at 
and inme, but was diſcovered by the oracle of the 
r then! : and when he was brought amongſt the 
o came ple, he was found to be taller than any of 
a ſuck- m by the head and ſhoulders : and they all 
burn. ed out, God fave the king, 
to U | 


1 him; 
with 3 = 
d the Sau. 


nd ſet 
which 
Lord. 


there- 
| ; till 


Iſrael: 
ection, 
DW the 


ng ge 
e they 


f Philiſtines were humbled ; and the hand of 
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Saul. 


tit co 
ot to 
ing e 
Ie unh 
d bri 
d for 
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Saul was very good in the beginning of hi 
reign, and as long as he continued ſo, the Lord 
was with him, and all things proſpered. God 
gave him many ſignal victories over the enemies 
of his people: and in particular, a moſt mira- 


culous one over the Philiſtines, who had brought chap, 
out againſt him thirty thouſand chariots, and an what 
immenſe multitude, with which the Ifraelite; And 
were ſo diſmayed, that they ſlipt away; and laid, 
there remained no more than fix hundred d 292 
them with the king. On this occaſion, the the tri 
brave Jonathan, Saul's eldeſt ſon, full of conk: thee t 
dence in the Lord, accompanied with his 25 to go 
mour- bearer, climbing up the rocks, ventured to thouen 
aſſault an advanced party of the Philiſtines, and but ha 
defeated them. Upon which a trembling, as: evil in 
miracle from God, ſeized the Philiſtine army; The | 
and their uproar was heard in Saul's camp. And Nen, 
his watchmen perceived a multitude overthrow! And Sa 
and fleeing this way and that. Then Saul an cauſts 
his men ſhouting together, came to the place ¶ eice © 
the fight ; and behold, every man's ſword w 2 
I 


turned againſt his neighbour, and there was 


very great ſlaughter. And thus the Lord fave 0 like 
Iſrael that day. 4568 
jected th 


After this and many other victories over tl 
people of God, Saul was ſent by the Lordt 
deſtroy the Amalekites, who had been the mo 
inveterate enemies of Iſrael, even from 9 


moved ut 
that he f 


Once 


{ 
** 


„ 

uit coming out of Egypt, with an expreſs order 

ot to covet or bring away their cattle, or any 
ing elſe of theirs, but to demoliſh all. Here 

e unhappily tranſgreſſed, by ſparing their king, 


F his 


Lord 1 
d bringing away all the beſt of their cattle: 


bor x d for this diſobedience he was caſt off by God. 
1 Suffer me, ſaid Samuel to him, (1 Samuel, 
duet chap. xu. ver. 16, &c.) and I will tell thee 
ad n what the Lord hath ſaid to me this night. 
Aeli And he ſaid to him, Speak. And Samuel 

and ſaid, When thou waſt a little one in thy 


£ 1 off 299 eyes, waſt thou nat made the head of 
the tribes of Iſrael? And the Lord anvinted 


1, the . 
thee to be king over Iſrael, and ſent thee 


conk: ] 
_ C5 and deſtroy Amalec: why then didſt 
wry” thou not heatken to the voice of the Lord; 
's, and but haſt turned to the prey, and haft done 
7, 1 evil in the eyes of the Lord? And Saul ſaid, 


The people took of the ſpoils, ſheep and 


army! 
p. a oxen, to offer ſacrifice to the Lord their God. 
how And Samuel faid, doth the Lord deſire holo- 
wy” cauſts and victims, and not rather that the 


voice of the Lord ſhould be obeyed? For 
obedience is better than ſacrifices, &c, Be- 
cauſe it is like the ſin of witchcraft to rebel; 
and like the crime of idolatry, to refuſe to 
obey, Foraſmuch therefore as thou'haſt re- 
jected the word of the Lord, the Lord hath 
alſo rejected thee, &c. Neither will he be 
he tl moved to repentance ; for he is not a man 
mn that he ſhould repent.” This reprobation of 

once the elect of God, was a figure of the 
reprobation 


place 0 
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d ſave 


zver tl 
Lord 
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reprobation of the jews, once the choſen people 
of God, for their refuſing to receive and obey 
their Meſlias, Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, 
And now Samuel is ſeat to Bethlehem tos. 
noint a king among the ſons of Tſai or Jeff: 
And here, after the rejeting ef all the others, 
David the youngeſt is ſent for from keeping the 
ſhcep, and is anvinted king by the commanad- 
ment of the Lord. And the Spirit of the Lo 
came upon David from that day forward. Hut 
the Spirit of the Lord depart:d from Saul; and 
an evil Spirit from the Lord troubled him, Oy 
this occaſion, David, who was a ſkilful playa 
on the harp, was taken into Saul's family ; 20 
by his harp and devotion, chaſed away the evi 
ſpirit, A war breaking out with the Phililtines 
Saul took to the field, and David returned hon, 
In this war, Goliah, the champion of the Pl. 
liſtines, a man of a gigantic ſize, challenged al 
Iſrael to furniſh a man to fight with him hand to 
hand. David, who wai come to fee his bro 
thers, hearing this challenge, and judging th: 
the honcur of the Lord was at ſtake, offer 
himſelf to Saul to go and fight againſt the Phi 
liſtine: and when Saul ſaid to him, Thou at 
not able to withſtand him; for thou art but 
boy, and he is a warrior from his youth: he a 
ſured the king, that he had already flain a lio 
and a bear, and made no doubt, but, with thi 
help of the Lord, he ſhould in like manner over 
come this Infidel, He went forth therefore! 


gaia(t the Philiſtine With no other weapons be 
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»p'% ing and five ſtones ; but armed with an entire 
200 Wronfdence in the Lord. Thou comeſt to me, 
* ſaid he to Goliah (who deſpiſed him) with a 
* (word, and with a ſpear, and with a ſhield; 
© but I come to thee in the name of the Lord 
* of hoſts, the God of the armies of Ifracl 
* which thou haſt dsfied this day: and the 
Lord will deliver thee into my hand, and I 
will lay thee, and take away thy head from 
thee; and I will give the carcaſes of the army 
of the Philiſtines this day to the birds and to 


0 A- 
eſſe. 
ers, 
2 the 
1and- 
Lord 

ls 

44 av 


; and 


Moe beaſts, that all the earth may know there 
P14" is a God in Iſrael, &c.” In this confidence, 
4 * s the Philiſtine was coming up againſt him, he 
de ©" Wt a ſtone into his ling, and fetching it about, 
nt. Bruck him in the forehead, and he fell on his 
hom ce to the earth. And as David had no ſword, 
e u ran up, and ſtanding over the Philiſtine, drew 
122) 018: (word out of the ſheath and cut off his head: 
1 hich the Philiſtines ſeeing, immediately fled 


_—_— To Iſrael purſuing after them, made a 
ing un ae laughter of them. 

one After this victory, Jonathan entered into a 
the Pi, enant of the cloſeſt friendſhip with David; 
Thou r he loved him as his own ſoul. But Saul be- 


rt by n to be jealous of him, and to envy him; in- 
: * uch, that he made many attempts on his life, 
in a pi ich the divine providence ſtill protected; and 
with! even maſſacred Achimelech the high prieſt, 
ner CY d eighty-five other prieſts, and deſtroyed their 
W y only for having relieve ! David. Nor did 
0 


g unhappy prince ceaſe to perſecute him, till 
| be 
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he obliged him to ſeek refuge in the land of 4 
Philiſtines : though David more than once ha 
his life in his power; but would not ſuffer h 
men to hurt a hair of his head. 

In the concluſion, Saul going out to war: 
gainſt the Philiſtines, finding himſelf forſaken 
God, ſeeks by magick to call up Samuel, wi 
was dead ſome time before, in order to conſe 
him. God permits Samuel to appear, who d 
nounces to Saul his approaching death. 7 
morrow, ſaid he, thou and thy ſons ſhall be mi 
me. The battle of Gelboe enſued, where Ii 
was overthrown, and Saul, with three of 
ſons, were lain. | 


. David. 


David lamented grievouſly this unhappy dz 
of his enemy no leſs than that of his dear fr 
Jonathan : and by divine admonition, going 
to Hebron, the capital city of Judah, was n 
king over the tribe of Judah; where he reg! 
ſeven years, whilſt Iſboſeth, the ſon of 5 
reigned over the other tribes. At the end 
ſeven years, Iſboſeth was murdered by twe 
his ſervants, who brought his head to Da 
by whoſe orders theſe murderers+ were aſi 
diately put to death. And now all the tride 
Ifrael agreed to make David their king: ! 
which he left Hebron; and having taken] 
ſalem out of the Lands of the Jebuſites, tog 
with the caſtle of Sion, which he built up 


1 
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ade his refidence, he made it his firſt care to 
ring away the ark of the Lord from Cariathia- 
im, with great joy and devotion, that he might 
ave it near himſelf. On this occaſion, Oza 
xing ſtruck dead for touching the ark, David, 
hrough fear, depoſited it for a while in the houſe 
f Obededom. But from thence, after three 
onths, having aſſembled the prieſts and Levites, 
e tranſlated it with a moſt folemn -proceffion, 
ith ſeven choirs or companies of muſicians, 
d many ſacrifices, he himſelf playing on his 
up and dancing with all his might before the 
od; and brought it into the tabernacle, or 
auillion, which he had prepared for it, in the 
ecincts of his own pala. on mount Sion. And 
xe this religious prince, whoſe greateſt paſſion, 
om his youth, was to love and glorify the 


of th 
nce hat 


fer hi 


| War? 
aken 
el, wh 
cConſa 
who d 
th. 1 
| bem 
ere Iſt 
e of 1 


ppy deaferd, and to ſing his praiſes, appointed Levites 
ear (ned -priefts to miniſter continually before the 
going Word, and to give glory to his name, as well 
was Mich their voices as with their trampets and 
he reięi ber muſical inftruments; of whom the chief 
of Mere Aſaph, and Heman, and Idithun, whoſe 
he end mes ſo often occur in the titles of the Pſalms ; 
by twohich David compoſed, on this occaſion, to be 


to Da 
ere Til 
he tribe 


> before the Lord, himſelf attending and aſ- 
ung in the performance. His zeal for the di- 
glory ſuggeſted alſo to him a deſire of build- 
ing: Nea magnificent temple for the worſhip of the 
taken Mrd: which, though he was not permitted to 
es, togehecute, his goodwill was xewarded with the 
ilt vp emiſe of great bleſſings in his ſeed ;-partly re- 

N SEES lating 
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lating to his ſon Solomon, who was to build et the 
material temple in Jeruſalem 3; but much mor: e pri 
to Chriſt, the great Son of David, and the Yoon | 
builder of the true temple of God, which is th: And 
Church, his everlaſting kingdom, which ſal n fa 
never fail, nor be caſt off for any iniquity d fer T 
her children, his | 

David had now reigned happily for may r, wh 
years, and had been bleſſed with ſucceſs in a tereſt 
his wars againft the enemies of God's people Nn: a; 
when, Oh! the dreadful frailty of mortals | to the 
was drawn into the grievous fin of adultery, Winds f 
caſually ſeeing a woman waſhing herſelf : wid Hoclain 
ought to be a caution to all men to keep a guadW2:yid te 
upon their eyes; and to all women, not to ex eing b 
poſe any part of their naked bodies to the eye icked c 
of men. But ſee how one fin is quickly fo mſelf) 
lowed by another. This prince not finding 2 all ch. 
other means to conceal the crime, cauſeth b Mich his 
huſband Urias, who was then at the ſiege ¶ the fo 
Rabba, the capital city of the Ammonites, Mouſand 
be placed where the greateſt danger was, ſo thallh which 
he was flain there. After which, David mari, his 
the widow, who bears him a ſon. And here Md the b 
prophet Nathan is ſent from the Lord to remoiſ i Joab 
ſtrate to him the heiniouſneſs of his crimes, d thruf 
his ingratitude after ſo many favours receive wou 
and to denounce to him his puniſhment, A lame 
though, by his ſincere repentance and conſeſiq; fins) 


of his guilt, he eſcaped the ſentence of eter could 
death that ſtood out againſt him, and the Lot 
was pleaſed to take away his fin as to the I ha, a n 


— — xT— —ů— — 
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1d the get thoſe dreadful temporal puniſhments, which 

monde prophet had denounced, were all inflicted 

1d the pon him. 

| is the And now he began to be very unhappy in his 

0 (hall WWwn family, His eldeſt ſon Amnon raviſhes his 

uity aner Thamar; and in revenge for it, is killed 
ly his brother Abſalom. Abſalom flees to Geſ- 

marr, where he remains three years, till by the 


in afWtereſt of Joab the general, he obtains his par- 
people n: after which, he infinuates himſelf ſo far 
als | to the favour of the people, and alienates their 
ery, Mads from his father, as to make himſelf to be 
which oclaimed king in his place, and to oblige king 
a guariavid to leave Jeruſalem, and to fave his life by 
to exieing beyond the Jordan. After which, by the 
the eye icked counfel of Achitophel, (who ſoon hanged 
kly 1oWmſelf) he defiled his father's wives in the fight 
ling 208 all che people. And then paſſing the Jordan 
ſeth b4ith his army, was defeated by David's ſervants 
ſiege OF the foreſt of Ephraim, with the loſs of twenty 
nites, Wouſand of his men. In his flight, as the mule 
„ ſo tha which he ſat went under a thick and large 
J mater, his head was engaged and ſtuck in the tree; 


| here tl 
3 remo 
mes, 4 
receive 

nt. A 
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of eter 
the : Lol 
the gu! 
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q the beaſt paſſing on, left him hanging there, 
| Joab hearing it, came up with three lances 
d thruſt them into his heart. His good father, 
no would gladly have had his life ſaved, 'griev- 
ly lamented his death (dying in this manner in 
ins) to that degree, that he wiſhed he him- 
could have died for him. 
After this, a new rebelliongwas raiſed by one 
ba, a man of mount Ephraim, who paſſing 
1 2 through 
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particularly his charge to his ſon, with regats 


(64) 
through .the-tribes of Iſrael as far as Nephthal, 


ne bui 
it, 
men 
fit; 


was followed by great numbers; till being pur. 
ſued by Joab, and cloſely beſieged in the city of 
Abela, the citizens, by the counſel» of a wie 
woman, cut off the rebe!'s head, and threw it 


down the wall; and ſo the war was ended. _—_ | 
The penitent king, under all his aMictions, rually 
gave a great example of an humble refignatio e Lot 
to the holy will of God, of a great ſenſe of hu celler 
ſins, to which he juſtly imputed all bis ſcourge, 08 re 
and a truly penitential ſpirit, toge.ner with ai. peo 
molt perfect charity for thoſe that perſecuted hin, eartily 
Yet, after ſome years, he again incurred the Nord: 
fence: of God by a ſin of vanity, in cauſing tteMWccaGgor 
people to be numbered. Of this fault allo be otion: 
bitterly repented; and when in puniſhment d, God“ 
it, ſeventy: thoufand of his people were cara. Gon 
off in three days by the peſtileace; and he fee, aft 
the Angel of the Lord with his hand ſtretchi ß, 
out over Jeruſalem, to ſtrike it: he cried ou 
with a truly contrite and humble heart: 7 is | 

J am he that have ſinned; I have done wicked) 
theſe that are the ſheep, what have they done 
thy hand, I beſeech thee, be turned againſt me, & 

And the Lord, who is quickly moved to mere 72 
by the ſupplication of a ſoul thus really humb 
and penitent, was pleaſed immediately to put | 
ſtop, to the plague. 

The laſt acts of David, after he had appoint 
his fon Solomon to be his ſucceſſor, are recot ii N th 
in the latter part of, the firſt book of Chronica 


1 
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thali, Nye building of the temple, and the whole plan 
Z Pur- t it, which he had received from God; the 
city of nmenſe ſum he had prepared for the expences 
a wilt ür it; and the diviſions of the Levites, the 
rew it Wrielts, and the muſicians, into their courſes and 
3 eral offices, which he appointed for the pers 
tions, tually carrying on the worſhip and praiſe of 


nation be Lord in his houſe. Where alſo is found an 
of hWcellent ipeech and exhortation made by this 
"urges rot religious prince, in a ſolemn aſtembly, to 
with I is people; his joy to fee how willingly and 
26 bim teartily they all made their offerings to the 
the d. ord ; and his thankſgiving and prayer on this 
15 7 caſion, full of extraordinary ſentiments of de- 
alſo 


otion and religion, worthy of the man according 


nent g, God's own heart. In theſe ſentiments and diſ- 
carr. ftions he happily ended his days in a good old 
58 . ge, after having reigned in all forty years. 

retCc 

ed ou 

It is CHAP. V. 

vickedy . 2 4 
From the Books of Kings and Chronicles. 
me, 


mere be Hiſtory of Solomon and bis Succeſſors 
bunu be Kings of Ißrael and Judah. 


Solomon. 


recoro N the beginning of his reign he viſited the 
| tabernacle of the Lord, which at that time 
gat Gabaon, and there offered a ſolemn ſa- 

* crifice 


666) 


crifice of a thouſand victims. In conſequence hr: 
of this, the Lord appeared to him in a dream he built 
night, and offered him his choice of what he Vith th 
would bave to be given him. He choſe the git han 
of wiſdom. preferably to all other things; an unce! 
the Lord applauded his choice, and both gaveſkll was 
him the wiſdom which he aſked, and moreover Mind givi 
riches and glory, and the other good things of tis fam 
this world, which he had not aſked. The chief ccordir 
tranſaction of his reign was the building of het. 

moſt magnificent temple for the Lord, which he | 
Goithed in ſeven years; and then made a mof 
folemn dedication of it, with innumerable ſacti- 
ices; joined with thankſgiving and prayer. Ou After 
this, oecaſion a fire came down from heaven ini follos 
the fight of all the people, and conſumed the 
holocauſts and victims; and the majeſty of the 
Lord filled the temple; and all the people ſay 
the glory of the Lord upon the houſe ; and fall- 
ing down with their faces to the ground, they 
adored and praiſed the Lord: becauſe he is goudMip of 1 
becauſe his mercy endureth for ever. 2 Chron. vilSethel a 
After this dedication, the Lord appeared apainWhich is 
to Solomon in a dream, ſignifying to him, thatMWres, w 
he had heard the prayer he had made with rel»Whorren 
tion to the temple, and aſſuring him of his faWho dre 
vour, if he continued to ſerve him faithfully Wlpiane 
but threatening to caſt him off, if he turned tofffetchec 


the ſervice of ſtrange gods. All which, notich: w 
withſtanding this prince's. paſſion for women their 
brought him in his latter years to idolatry. H dread. 


married a great number of beathen wives, an 
wt W 
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uence as paſſionately fond of them: to pleaſe theſe 
am by We built temples for their gods, and even joined 
nat he With them in their worſhip, Thus fell this'great 
he gif han; and fell in ſuch a manner as to have left 
; 3 an uncertain whether be ever roſe again. This 


all was puniſhed by the diviſion of the kingdom, 
nd giving away ten of the twelve tribes from 
s family to Jeroboam, the ſon of Nabat, 
ecording to ms 2 vnarnd of Ahias the pro- 
het. . e 5 


1 gart 
Treovet 
ings of 
e chief 
g of a 
nich he 
a moſt 


e ſacri- 


Jeroboam and bis Sacceſſors. 


. On After the death of "Ivy his ſon Roboatr, 
ven iy following young giddy counſellors, alienated 
ed thee minds of ten of the twelve tribes of Iſrael. 
of theFWheſe choſe Jeroboam for their king; and he, 


we ſaw 
nd fall- 
d, they 
is good, 
on. vi. 
J again 
m, that 
th rela 
his fa 
thfully; 
rned t 


rough a wicked policy, to keep them from the 
mple of the.Lord'in Jeruſalem, (which was in 
e dominions of Roboam) brought in the wor- 
lip of two golden calves, which he ſet up in 
ethel and in Dan. Thus he made Iſrael to fon ; 
ch is fo often repeated in the facred: ſerip- 
tes, whenſoever his name is mentioned, in 
orrence of the infamous memory of that man, 
ho drew away the people of God from their 
tpiance- to the Lord: thus he ſet a moft 
etched example to the kings his ſucceſſors, 
ich was followed by them all, till both they 
women their calves were deſtroyed out of the land. 
dreadful is the evil of ſcandalous exampit, 


Nn in men of 6 


J eroboam 
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Jeroboam was offering incenſe to his golden Nene 
. his altar in Bethel, when a prophet * 5 
was ſent to him from Judah, who foretold the «the 
birth of Joſias by name, (not born till three —_ 
hundred and fifty years after) and what he ſhould — 
do with that altar, and the bones of its prieſts qr 
&c. upon which, when Jeroboam {ſtretched ou * 
his hand, ordering the prophet to be apprehend- 3 
ed, his hand immediately withered, and the alta — 
was rent. He begged of the prophet to pray in — 
him, and by his prayer his hand was reſtored, — 
Yet this anhappy prince departed not from hi = 
wicked ways. No, not even after the prophet _ | 
Ahias, who had foretold his being king, ee. * 
nounced to him from the Lord the dreadful e * 
that were about to fall upon his houſe, for h wins 
wickedneſs, in making to himſelf range gu * 
and molten gods, and catting the Lord behind hi gs" 
back. In puniſhment of which, after two an 3 
twenty years reign, he was ſtruck by the Lon 1 


d died in his ſins. | : rp 
"His ſon and ſucceſſor Nadab did not long fur of t 
vive him: but after two years reign, walking | 


all the ways of his father, he was ſlain by Baal 206 
who made himſelf king, and immediately ext! ** 
pated every ſoul of the family of Jeroboam, 3 
the prophet Ahias had foretold. Baaſa walke * 
in the footſteps of his predeceſſors, and 4 5 » 
their ſins; and the like judgments as had fall — 
upon them were denounced to his family ao! ks 
Jehu the prophet, (the ſon of Hanani. He} 


ath 3 but could not avert t Which 
a judgmeny 


the prophet to de 
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pigments. of God; which were ſoon after exe- 
ed; when his ſon and ſucceſſor Ela was mur- 
ed by Zambri, and all his kinsfolks' and 


golden 
rophet 


* ends extirpated, Zambri, as wicked as his 
ous edecelſors, being beſieged by Amri in the royal 
diele Miſty of Therſa, and finding himſelf like to fall 
oh * to his hands, after ſeven days tyranny, ſet the 
chend. ace on fire, and periſhed in the flames. 


Amri walked in all the ways of Jeroboam : he 
t up the city of Samaria, and made it his re- 
tence; and dying after twelve years reign, left 
> kingdom. to his fon Achab. This prince 
tying Jezabel, the daughter of Ethbaal king. 
the Phenicians, brought in the worſhip of 
„the idol of the Phenicians, and became 
+ very worſt of all the kings of Iſrael; de- 


he alt 
pray fot 
eltoced, 
om his 
prophet 
ng, be 
ful evil 


ha br oying the altars of the Lord, by the ſuggeſtion 
** Jie bis wife, and killing the prophets. At which 
wo e, Obadiah, the king's ſteward, an eminent 

rant of God, concealed in caves, and fed 


he Lon th bread and water, no fewer than one hun- 
xd of. thoſe holy men. 


long fur 
The Hiſtory of Elias the Prophet. 


alking | 


dy Baal 
ly extl 3 OS eeatel, Y 
„dam, Ila the days of king Achab, the Lord raiſed 
x walk che prophet Elias, who made a brave ſtand, 
1d in be Church of the living God, againſt the 
nad fall hip of Baal. By his prayer he ſhut up the 
ly alſo! wens from giving any rain for three years; ſo 
' He there was a dreadful fam ne in all the land: 


avert f 


which time he was firſt ſent to the brook 
adg many 


Carith ; 
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Carith ; where he was miraculouſly fed by raven, With ki 
till the waters of the brook were dried up, and iring 
then he was ſent to Saraphta, a city of the $i. own, 
donians, to a poor widow, whoſe ſmall quantity ¶ Von it. 
of meal, which would ſcarce have ſufficed ui medi 
have nouriſh-d her for one day, was by a min- WPnſum 
cle made to ſupport both him and her family, ver) 
without ever diminiſhing, till the time that the ſeeir 
Lord ſent rain upon the earth. In the mein nd he 


e prop 


time, the widow's fon died, whom the prophet * 
ul rail 


raiſed to life again. And now the time being 
come when the Lord would give rain, he ſeat 
Elias to meet Achab; and all Iſrael being afſem: 
bled to mount Carmel, together with all the 
prophets of Baal, Elias coming, ſaid to the peo- 
ple: How long do you halt between two |! 
© the Lord be God, follow him: but if Bal, 
<<. then follow him. Then he ſaid, I only re 
« main a prophet of the Lord; but the pr 
„ phets of Baal are, four hundred and fifty men, 
* Let two bullocks be given us, and let then 
, chooſe one, and lay it upon wood, but pu 
& no fre under; and I will dreſs the other an! 
„ lay jt upon wood, and put no fire under 
« Call ye on the names of your gods, and I wil 
call on the name of my Lord: and the G 
« that ſhall anſwer by fire, let him be Got 
« And all the people anſwering, ſaid: A ve 


& good propoſal.” Upon which, when the pr ter 
phets of Baal had dteſſed their bullock, elf ir 
called in vain e from morning till noc this m 

tar, and cutting themſe he not! 


leaping over their 


will 
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ith knives and lancets: Elias, in his turn, re- 
üring the altar of the Lord that was broken 
wa, and laying the wood, and the bullock 
on it, addreſſed his prayer to the Lord, when 
imediately fire came down from heaven and 
pnſumed both the holocauſt and the wood, and 
e very ſtones of the altar : which all the peo- 
e ſeeing fell on their taces, and cried out, The 
d he 1s God, the Lord he is God. Alter which, 
e prophet obtained by his prayers a moſt plen- 


j 


rAVEns, 
p, and 
the di- 
uantity 
ced to 
1 mira- 
family, 
hat the 
mean 
prophet 


beide rain. 

he ſen And now the impious Jezabel being bent upon 
aſſem· ing away his life, Elias flees into the deſert, 
all tdel ere he is fed with bread by an angel: and in 
he pes N ſtrength of that food (as a figure of the bread 
wo? life, which we receive in the bleſſed ſacra- 
if Bal ent) he walks forty days and forty mghts unto the 
only n of Gad, Horeb; and there is favoured with 


extraordinary viſion and revelation from God. 


he pre l 
ter this, he was ſent to denounce to Achab 


fry men 


tet then heavy judgments of God that ſhould fall 
but pulſe? him and his wife Jezabel, for the unjuſt 
her anWrder of Naboth, who had refuſed him his 
under Meyard; in particular, that in the place where 
ad 1 will dogs had licked the blood of Naboth, they 


the Gould lick his blood alſo ; that his whole family 
be Gol huld be extirpated like that of Jeroboam ; and 
A ver Jezabel ſhould be eaten by dogs. Achab 
the pos terrified with this prediction, humbled 
ck, al eelf in faſting and putting on haircloth, and 
till noon'his means obtained a rep tieve for a time. 
nemſehe not long after, being deluded by his falſe 
will prophets, 


(72) 
prophets, and lighting the prediction of Miche 
the prophet of the Lord; he went out to fi 
againſt the Syrians in Ramoth Galaad, and y 
ſlain in his chariot : which was brought hom: 
and waſhed in the pool of Samaria, the dy 
licking up his blood, 

His ſon Ochozias ſucceeds him in the kin 
dom; and walking in all his ways, is quick 
overtaken by divine juſtice. In his ilInef;, 
ſends to conſult Beelzebub, the god of Accara 
Upon which, Elias declares to him from ti 
Lord, that becauſe he had ſent to conſult Ber 
zebub, as though there was not a God in I- 


of whom he might enquire the word : therek = 
he ſhould never come down from his bed, d 1 
ſhould ſurely die. His brother Joram ſucceed, hi, 
20ul | y his r 
him in the kingdom. aters « 


And now the time was come that the L 


would take away Elias; who ſought, on d * 
occaſion, to diſcharge his diſciple Eliſeus: but he ke 
abſolutely refuſed to part with him, They va. - 

therefore together to the Jordan; where Eli reſs FS 
by ſtriking the waters with his cloak, div. 


the river, ſo that they both paſſed through rain: 
dry land. When they were gone over, Mfer ch. 
aſked Eliſeus, what he would have him do 


him, before he was taken away from him. * 2 
ſeus begged that he might inherit his double life 2. 
rit. Thou haſt aſked a hard thing, ſaid Ei the 2 
but if thou ſeeſt me when I am taken away... le 
ſhall be granted ee. And as they went | 


ue fait! 


« walking and talking together, behold * 
1 


673) 


chariot and firey horſes parted them both a- 
Michel (under, and Elias went up by a whirlwind 
to fe into heaven.“ And Eliſeus ſaw him go; and 
and . took up the mantle which had fallen from 
it hamm, and returning to the Jordan, divided the 
the do:ters with it, calling upon the God. of Elias. 
pon which the ſons of the prophets, (a ſet of 
ligious men, of whom there is frequent men- 
on in the books of Kings) came up and paid 
im a religious veneration. WH: 


he king 
- quick 
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Eliſeus the Prophet, '  : 


Eliſeus, or Eliſha, being now repleniſhed 
ith a double portion of the ſpirit of his maſter 
lias, ſhone forth in an extraordinary manner 
y his miracles and prophecies. He healed the 
aters of Jericho by caſting ſalt into them; and 


the Le boys of Bethel (the chief ſeat of the calf- 
on uorſhip) were torn by bears for mocking of him. 
s: but hne kings of Iſrael, of Judah, and of Edom, 
ney , arring againſt Moab, and being in great. di- 
cre El reſs for want of water, the prophet miraculouſly 
c, dig cured it for them, and that without any cloud 
„ r rain; and moreover, promiſed them victory. 
ver, Etter this, being entertained by a lady of Sunam, 
im Y obtained of God a ſon for her; and when 
N is ſon, after ſome time, died, he reſtored him 
"_— life again, He healed Naaman, the general 


the army of the king of Syria, of an inve- 
1 leproſy, and made a convert of him to the 
Wen ue faith and worſhip; yet would not receive 


„ 
w 4 


„ 
any of the preſents he offered him: but Giezj, 
the prophet's ſervant, by a lye, having obtained 
two talents of Naaman's money, was preſent 
after ſtruek with his diſeaſe. In a war between 
Iſrael and the Syrians, the man of God, by pro. 
phetick light, more than once warned the king 
of Iſrael of the ambuſhes deſigned. for him hy 
the Syrians... Upon this, the king of Syria ſent 
an armed power to apprehend the prophet in 
Dothan. The ſervant of the man of God ſee- 
ing the city encompaſſed with an army, witz 
horſes and chariots, was greatly terrified ; but 
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the prophet bid him not fear, aſſuring him the — 
had a greater army for them than that which be h 
came againſt them, In proof of which, in... 3 
prayed to the Lord to open the ſervant's ee em d 
and he ſaw ; and behold, the mountain was full 
of horſes and chariots of fire round about Eliſeug : ud : : 
to protect him. At the prophet's prayer, Mfath e 
Lord ſtruck the Syrians with an extraordinang, * 
kind of blindneſs; ſo that they neither Kknei the 1 
him nor the place where they were. And Eine By 
ſeus ſaid to them: Follow me, and I will ſhew y ople | 
the man whom you ſeek. So he led them into ul , 


maria; where, when their eyes were openel 
they found themſelves ſurrounded with a greats 
power. Yet the prophet would not ſuffer al 


ould e: 
chab a 


he 
violence to be offered to them, but ordered - 2 Uy 
great proviſion of meats to be ſet before then 3 
and then ſent them away to their maſter. x obliy 


After this, the .jrians laid ſiege to Samai 
and reduced the city to ſych ſtreights by fam 
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that*mothers were brought to eat their own 


hildren : when Eliſeus, who was there in the 
ity, told the king and his attendants, by way 


pf prophecy, ** T'o-morrow, about this time, a 


* buſhel of fine flour ſhall be fold for a ſtater, 

* (25. 6d. Engliſh) and two buſhels of barley 
* for a ſtater, in the gates of Samaria, Then 
* one of the lords, upon whoſe hand the king 
© leaned, anſwering the man of God, ſaid, If 
the Lord ſhould' make floodgates in heaven, 
© can that poſſibly be which thou ſayeſt? And 
dhe ſaid, Thou ſhalt ſee it with thy eyes, but 

ſhalt not eat thereof.” This prediction was 
erified by the Lord's cauſing that night a noiſe 


p be heard in the Syrian camp, as of a very 


reat army coming upon them; and ſtriking 
hem with ſuch a panick, as to make them flee 
way, and to leave all their proviſions, and all 
ings elle, behind them,: upon which, pre- 


ty enſued the plenty foretold by the prophet : 


ut the incredulous nobleman being appointed 
the king to ſtand at the gate, loft his life, 
ing trodden under foot by the preſs of he 
ople. 

And now the time was come when the Lord 
ould execute his judgments upon the houſe of 
chab and upon Jezabel, and revenge the blood 
his prophets, whom they had ſlain, Joram, 
n of Achab, having reigned twelve yeats, be- 
g wounded by the Syrians at Ramoth Galaad, 
as obliged to go back to J-zrahel, to be cured 
his wounds, and was viiited there by Ocho- 


2 „ i 


— —kꝛ — 
— — 


— — 13 —— — 


(76) 


zias, king of Judah. In the mean time, Eliſeu 
by divine commiſſion, ſent one of his diſciple 
to Ramoth, where the army remained, with in. 
ſtructions to anoint Jehu, one of the command. 
ing officers, to be king over Iſrael, Which wx 
no ſooner known by the other captains of the 
army, but they proclaimed him king, by ſound 
of trumpet, and he immediately ſet off for Ja: 
rahel.' Here Joram and Ochozias going out t 
meet him, in their chariots, were both {lain h 
him: and the body of Joram was caſt into th 
field of Naboth. Then as he entered into th 
gate of the city, Jezabel, who had painted he 
ſelf, ſtanding at the window, cried out, Cu 
there be peace for Zambri, who has Killed hi 
maſter? At which, chu ſpoke to two or thr 
eunuchs who were there, to throw her dow 
headlong : which they preſently executed; 
that the wall was ſprinkled with her blood, ad 
the hoofs of the horſes trod upon her. Aſt 
which, when Jehu had dined, he faid to | 
people, Go and ſee after that curſed woma 
and bury her, becauſ2 ſhe is a king's doug 
And when they went, they found nothing of | 
but the ſkull and the feet, and the extremities 
the hands, the reſt being devoured by the dog 


Ie G4 and the Kings his Succeſſors. 
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Ius friends and all his prieſts, to a man, accord- 


ing to the prediction of Elias. Then having, 
by a ſtratagem, brought together all the wor- 
ſhippers of Baal to his temple in Samaria, he 
ſent his ſoldiers in amongſt them, and killed 
them all, and demoliſhed both the idol and the 
temple, and fo put an end to the worſhip of Baal 
n Iſrael. By theſe means he obtained a promiſe 
pf the Lord, that his children ſhould fit on the 
hrone of Iſrael to the fourth generation. Yer 
either he nor they lived up to the law of the 
Lo:d, but adhered to the idolatrous worſhip of 
he calves of Jeroboam. And for their puniſh- 
ent, Iſrael was moſt dreadfully ravaged by Ha. 
ael king of Syria, according to the prediction 
f Eliſeus the prophet. . „ 
Jehu reigned eight and twenty years; then 
lying, had for his ſucceſſor his ſon Joachaz. In 
is ticme, Iſrael was brought ſo low for their fins, 
hat this king had no more left of them than fifty 
orſemen and ten thouſand foot; the reſt were 
i! flain by the king of Syria. In this great 
ſtreſs Joachaz called upon the Lord, and he 
as pleaſed to hear him, and to deliver ' Iſrael 
om total ruin, Yet he left not the calves of 
eroboam. 
Joachaz reigned ſeventeen years, and had for 
ls ſucceſſor his ſon Joas, who walked in the 
ime footſteps. He viſited the prophet Eliſeus 
pon his death-bed, and received from him an 
urance that he ſhould be ictorious over the 
rians in three different battles, The prophet 
| 9 a6 ets died 
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died ſoon after, and was buried: and a dex 
man's corpſe, which was caſt into his ſepulchr, 


the m 
lame 


had no ſooner touched the bones of Eliſeus, l icke 
the man came to life again, and ſtood upon He hi 
feet. 1ercy 
Joas reigned ſixteen years, and had for kMonas 
ſucceſſor his ſon Jeroboam the ſecond, who fo-nti! 
lowed the ſame ways as his fathers had don:fclurre 
He reigned one and forty years; and in his tin Atte 
reſtored Iſrael to its ancient bounds, recoverinfWn 23 
all that had been loſt, according to the word in b; 
the Lord, which he ſpoke by his tervant ſongW:5 de; 
the prophet, lanak 
This was that ſame Jonas the prophet, Mad for 
was ſent by the Lord to preach to the great ye. 
of Ninive, the capital of the Aſſyrian empifWoneli; 
But dreading the commiſſion, he ſought to en w: 
away by fea to the coaſt of Tharſis. "But ita, the 
vain to attempt to flee from the face of the L Finces 
who overtook the ſhip he was in with a their 
violent ſtorm, which ceaſed not, till Jonas, Mord de 
| confeſſed himſelf to be the cauſe of it, was off Aſlyr 
into the ſea, Here the Lord had prepatei y, an 
monſtrous fiſh, by which he was ſvrallowed Meir ſtea 
and he was kept alive in the belly of the ange r 
| three days and three nights. In the mean tine God 
he called earneſtly upon the Lord; at wh the tar 
command the fiſh vomited him out upon 
ſhare. And now being ſent again, he go The $ 


Ninive, and prenghes through the great ft 
crying out, Yet joriy days and Ninive ſhall b 
firazed. This pre- ching had a wonderful ei 
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be men of Ninive believed in God, they pro- 


aimed a general faſt, they turned from their 
icked ways, and both king and people, from 
e higheſt to the loweſt, cried to the Lord for 
ercy, and he was pleaſed to ſhew them mercy, 
onas was the only prophet who was ſent to the 
3zntiles z and he was an illuſtrious figure of the 
ſurrection of Chriſt our Lord. 

After the death of Jeroboam the ſecond, his 
n Zacharias reigned ſix months, and then was 
ain by Klum; who, after one month's reign, 
25 deprived both of his life and kingdom by 
laratem. This king reigned ten years, and 
ad for his ſucceſſor his ſon Phaceia ; who, after 
'0 years reign, was killed by Phacee the ſon of 
omelia, Phacee reigned twenty years, and 
en was depoſed and ſlain by Oſee the fon of 
la, the laſt of the kings of Ifracl. All theſe 
inces did evil in the tight of the Lord; and 
r their fins, and the fins of their people, the 
ord delivered Iſrael into the hands of the kings 
Aſſyria; who carried them away into capti- 
ty, and placed other inhabitants in Samaria in 
leir ſtead. Theſe new comers introduced a 
fange mixture of religion there, worſhipping 
e God of Iſrael, and their own pagan deities 
the ſame time. 


The Succeſſion of the Kings of Fudab. 


1. Roboam, the ſon of vvlomon, after the 
viton of the kingdom, reigned proſperouſly 
for 


| ( 80 ) 
for the firſt three years, whilit he followed th 


Lord; and he was greatly ſtrengthened by a 
the Levites, and all the reſt that feared the G0 


of Iſrael coming over to him. But afterward 187 
forſaking the divine law, he was invaded 5 * 
Seſac king of Egypt, who ſtript him of all h fide 
| dominions, and of all his treaſures. Upon th 8 
occaſion, the prophet Semeias came to Ri llon 
bam and to the princes of Judah, from th thiopi 
= Lord, and ſaid to them: You have left me Lan 
« ſaith the Lord, and I have left you in 6 4 4 
« hand of Seſac: and the princes and the ki 1 bis f 
being in a conſternation, ſaid, the Lord is jul 1 
« And when the Lord faw they were humbl: ned 
ce the word of the Lord came to Seme! as, ſa 74 
& ing, Becauſe they are humbled I will not & YN oaly 
« ſtroy them by the hand of Seſac. But jj ar 4 
« they ſhall ſerve him, that they may know t . 
« difference between my ſervice and the fervi ie 
of an earthly kingdom. So Seſac depart 
« from Jeruſalem, taking away the treaſures per ju 
4 the houſe of the Lord, &c.“ And the wn ig x 
of the Lord was turned away from his peop * 
becauſe they were humbled. N * 
boam did not prepare his heart to ſeek the ih 
ſincerely. He reigned ſeventeen years, and if - .- A 
for his ſucceſſor his ſon Abia. | king G 
2. Abia reigned only three years, and | 12 
heart was not perfect with the Lord. Hol _ 
in his war againſt Jeroboam, his faith and « King ; 


fidence in the Le d was rewarded mm 
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( 81 ) 
lorious victory over Jeroboam's army of eight 
undred thouſand men, 
2. Aſa, the ſon of Abia, extirpated idolatry 
wut of his dominions ; and the Lord rewarded 
is zeal and piety with a proſperous reign. With 
onfidence in God he went out to fight againft 
Lara the Ethiopian, who brought againſt him a 
lion of men; and the Lord terrihed the 
thiopians, and they fled before the army of 
a, and were utterly deſtroyed. 
4. Aſa reigned one and forty years, and had 
r his ſucceſior his ſon Joſaphat, a godly prince, 
ho was greatly favoured by the Lord, and 
gned proſperouſly five and twenty years. He 
as a true father of his people, taxing to heart 
dt only their temporal, but much more their 
ritual welfare; and for this end, ſending forth 
achers, Levites, and prieſts, through all his 
minions, for the inſtruction of his ſubjects in 
e law of the Lord; appointing every where 
oper judges, and even viſiting them himſelf, and 
ring no pains to bring his people back to the 
rd, the God cf their fathers. In his time the 
nmonites, Moabites, and Syrians, came againit 
with an infinite multitude : he prepared 
elf and his people for the war, by earneſtly 
king God's help with publick prayer and faſt- 
I; and was aſſured by a prophet, that the 
ud would grant them victory without their 
ting ; as he did, the following day: when 
Ir enemies, turning their ords againſt one 
| another, 


. 
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another, deſtroyed one another, and left their 
ſpoils to be gathered by Joſaphat and his people 

5. Joram, the eldeſt ſon of Joſaphat, ſue 
* in the kingdom, and was a moſt wicket 
prince. He murdered all his brothers, ant 
brought in the worſhip of Baal, being marrie 
to Athalia, a daughter of * His reig 
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was ſnort and unhappy, and his death my Ih 
miſerable, Ar 

6. Ochozias, the ſon of Joram, walkingi 2 
his footſteps, in the ſpace of one year, was over a 
taken by divine juſtice, and ſlain by Jehu. Rem 
ter his death, his wicked mother Athalia uſurp rehene 
the kingdom, killing all the children of the 10; 75a 
family, excepting Joas, the little fon of Och 3 
zias, whom his aunt ſtole out of the nurſe" ter 
and hid from her. Athaiia maintained her uſurp 5 : 
tion fix years; and in the ſeventh, Joas bei oF ; 
proclaimed king by the captains of the guard "as 

3 


by the counſel "of Joiada the high prieſt, ! 


ö 
uſurper was ſlain, and the worſhip of Baal “eus 
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7. Joas reigned well whilſt he was under! 
direction of the holy prieſt Joiada. But a 
his death, being deluded by the flatterics of | 
courtiers, he forſook the Lord; and cauſed 4 
charias, the ſon of Joiada, (who threatened | 
and his people with the wrath of God) to 
ſtoned to death, in the court of the temple. i 
this wickedneſs was not long unpunitaed: 
within a year, the Syrians came upon him, ki 
all his courtiers a flatterers, and with a bu 
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Ne | of men defeated an infinite multitude ; the 
„ 10 rd delivering them up becauſe they had for- 
vice him. On Joas alſo himſelf they executed 
3 ameful judgments : and departing, left him in 
_ diſeaſes; and his ſervants roſe up againſt 
_ and flew him in his bed. He reigned, in 
„ ni forty years. 

b. Amaſias, the ſon of Joas, was good in the 
kino t inning of his reign: but having vanquiſhed 
= ol Edomites, and brought away their idols, he 
2 them up and worſhipped them. And being 
"hl jrebended by a prophet on that occaſion, and 
het eatened with the judgments of God, he 
© Och zuld not hearken to him. Wherefore he was 
_ aſter overthrown and taken priſoner by Joas 
ule g of Iſrael, and at length ſlain by his own 
+ ple. He re.gned fifteen years. 

2 . ), Ozias, alias Azarias, ſon and ſucceſſor of 
niet, laſias, reigned two and fifty years; and was 
Baal 8 ſperous under the conduct of Zacharias the 

„who taught him to ſeek the Lord: and as 
under 20 he ſought the Lord, the Lord directed 
But i in all things, and made his reign happy. 
40 being elevated with proſperity, he attempted 
uſed l . in to offer incenſe in the ſanctuary of the 
wee ple, which was a function that belonged to 
0d) 0 "ap, alone : upon which, he was imme- 
nk * ruck with a leproiy, which he carried 
andes im to his grave. | 
im, bf 0, Joatham, ſon of Oziae, was a good 
ith a buf ce, and reigned happily ten years. He 


rengthened by the Lord, ith the ſcripture, 
becauſe 
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becauſe he made his ways right before the Lord hi 


: 


God. C an 

11. Achaz, ſon of Joatham, was very wick eat 
and very unhappy, during his whole reign An 
ſixteen yęars. par 

12. Ezechias, ſon of Achaz, reſtored relgi W. 
again, which his father had turned out of do tem 
and totally aboliſhed idolatry. He had for il Sat. 
director the great prophet Iſaias; and as * &c, 
ſought the Lord with all his heart, he was hight ants ! 
favoured by him. In his days, Sennacheriff”* PU! 
king of the Aſſyrians, invaded Judea with: EZEC 
immenſe army, and ſought to make himſelf n rophet 
ſter of Jeruſalem ; blaſpheming the Lord, ate 
whom FE zechias put his truſt, But this yo nd tea 
prince was ſecure under the divine protection, eprieve 


which he was aſſured by the prophet, 4 Kin rophet. 
xix. Thus ſaith the Lord, be not afraid, fo n in! 
words which thou haſt ES} with which th ck ter 
vants of the king of the Alſyrians have blaſphn 55 lon 
me. Behold I will ſend a ſpirit upon him, Cc. Nias to 


he ſhall return into his own country ; an / ] os trealt 
make him fall by the ſword in his own country ty he v 
He ſhall not come into this city, nor ſhoot an an that « 
into it, nor come before it with ſhield, nor «7 be c. 
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trench about it, By the way that he came be 
return; and into this city he ſhall not come, ſaith 
Lord. And I will protect this city, and I will 
it for my own ſake, and for David my ſerl 
ſake, ſaith the Lord. And it came to pals 
„night, that ar angel of the Lord came 
e flew, in the c np of the Aſſyrians, a bun 
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end eighty- - five thouſand. And when he aroſe 
+ early in the morning, he ſaw all dead bodies. 

And Sennachetib, king of the Aſſyrians, de- 


Lord hi 


wickelt 


eigne 

© parting. went away, and he returned to Ni- 
relic i © And as he was worſhipping in the 
f *. * temple of Neſroch his god, es and 


Saraſar, his ſons, flew him with the ſword, 
Kc.“ O how good is the Lord to his hop 
ants! O how terrible is his avenging juſtice in 
he puniſhment of his enemies | 
Ezechias being grievoully ſick, was bid by the 
"(elf a rophet Iſalas to det his houſe in or der, and to 
Lord, NVepare himſelf for death. But, upon his prayers 
his gad tears, the Lord was pleaſed to grant him a 
eprieve of fiſteen years, and to heal him by the 


| for It 
d as 
as hight 
1acherl 
with 1 


wy” rophet. Moreover, he wrought a wonderful 
4 „ in his favour, by cauſing the ſun to return 
þ the ck ten degrees. On this occaſion, the king of 
blaſphn by lon ſent him an embaſſy; in which, Eze- 
, Ga hias took great complacency, and ſhewed ail 


is treaſures to the ambaſſadors. For which va- 
ty he was reproved by Ifaias, who foretold him, 
0 that occaſion, that all his treaſures ſhould one 
ay be carried away to Babylon. 

13. Ezechias dying after he had reigned 


11 1 
country 
ft and 
nor d 
ne be | 


2 Jon renty-nins years, was ſucceeded by his ſon 
7 lanaſſes, a boy of twelve years old. He reigned 
uy ſerv e and fifty years, and di d evil beyond all that 
to pals ad done before him. Inſomuch, that he ſet up 


idol in the very temple of the Lord, and pro- 
ed bath- the courts of th temple with ſacri- 
Bous alta, and filled Jeruſalem with innocent 
| H blood. 


came 
„ A hull 
; 00 
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blood. In puniſhment of his ſins, he fell ind 
the hands of the Aſſyrians, and was carried aun !?. 
in chains to Babylon. Where, finding himſel pnced 
in the extremity of miſery, he entered into hin“ 
ſelf, and became a ſincere penitent : then pr reig 
ing to the Lord, he was delivered from his e 
tivity, and reftored to his kingdom. Af hic 
which, he relapſed no more into his forma ee m 
crimes. | ere c. 

14. Amon, the ſon of Manaſſes, ſucceede8M*""* © 
in the kingdom, and imitating his father's fin" of 
but not his repentance, within two years fel! 
victim to divine juſtice, and was lain in his fin f all e 

15. Joſias, the fon of Amon, was a god! * 
prince. He reſtored religion, and utterly abt ' 52 
liſhed idolatry and ſuperſtition, not only out jp . 
Judea, but alſo out of the cities of Sama“ ed 
The Spirit of God gives him this charadt 4 
(4 Kings xxiii.) That there was no king befare hi "oy 
like unto him, that returned to the Lord with all Lets! 
heart, and with all his foul, and with all | an. 
flrength : neither after him did there ariſe am ii mp h 
him. Aﬀter a peaceable reign of one and thir * t 
years, going out unadviſedly to fight againſt N 4 
chao king of Egypt, he was lain in battle; a 5 
much lamented by his people, particularly | "x 
Jeremias the prophet. oy 

16. Joachaz, alias Sellum, was made king 
the people after the death of his father Jo 
But he walked not in his father's footſteps ; u 
after three months as depoſed by king Nech 
and carried away into Egypt. 
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17. Joaki 


1e 


15 687) 
= 17. Joakim, the eldeſt ſon of Joſias, was ad- 
him unced to the throne by the king of Egypt. He 
; 43 a very wicked prince, and very unhappy in 


2 s reign, He tell into the bands of Nabuchad- 
bis ener, who carried him in chains to Baby lor ; 
Fo which time alſo Daniel and the three children 


ere made Captives, and part of the ſacred ve ſſels 
ere Carried away from the temple. Joakim 
ems to have recovered his liberty, upon condi- 
n of ſerving the king of Babylon: but zſter 
nee years, he revolted from him. He reigned 


forme 


jcceedel 
7 
er's (ins 


7 all eleven years; and then dying in his ſins, 
5 ood {t his kingdom ta his fon Joachin. 

rly ab 18. JoaChin, alias Jechonizs, walked in his 
, ** ther's footſteps; but within three months was 
B poſed by Nabuchadnezzar, and was Carried 
-harad7" ve to Babylon, with all his nobles and his 
fore l Iptains, and thouſauds of the choiceſt of his 


diers and craftſmen, together with all the trea- 
res and golden veſlcls of the temple which So- 
mon had made. This prince, in his captivity, 
ed to the Lord, and was penitent for his fins, 
appears from Baruch i. 3. &c. and after the 
ath of Nabuchadnezzar, was highly favoured 
1 by his ſon and ſucceſſor Eviimers- 
dC 0 


19. Sedecias, uncle to Joachin, was made 


ith all 
h all! 
ſe any iu 
ind thin 
ainit Ne 
tle; at 
ularly | 


* Ng in his ſtead, ſwearing fidelity to the king of 
ens; bplon; but breaking his oath, and doing 
| Nec U herwiſe evil in the ſight of the Lord, he 


ouzht upon himſeif and }..s people the Chal- 
an army, and all the miijcries of war, famine 


, Joaki H 2 = 
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and peſtilence, deſcribed by the prophets Fer. 


mias and Ezekiel. In the eleventh year of his 
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val! 
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reign jerufalem was taken, and he fell into e it p 
hands of Nabuchadnezzar, who flew his * king 
before big face, then pluckt out, his eyes, of t 
broug me him bound with chains to Bab ion, 5 fire 
new aalſo all ny chiei-me: „ A and carried the u thic. 
into cantivity, after def: noying the City and be up, 
ing the ke: And thus divine Junior, We the? 
long proveked by a ſtiffneck'd people, put a the 
end 1G the kiugdoin of Judah. And 

As to the ark of the covenant, and the tab had 
naCie, and the altar of incenſe, which were i fire 1 
in the temple, it is recorded, 2 Machab. 882% th 
from the deſcriptions of Jeremias, that at th hich v 
time of the deſtruction of the temple, this pro od's a 
Phet (who had found favour with the Chaldean ul, as \ 
being warned by God, ordered them to | ſer thi 
«© carried out with him to mount Nebo ; wehe, and 
© he found a hollow cave, in which he depoſit to cap 
«+ them, and ſo ſtopped up the entry. And mad 
* when ſome of his followers would have mae peop 
the place, they could not find it, On whic ted, r 
* occaf!: an, the prophet blamed them, fayin Iſmae 
„The place ſhall be unknown, till God gag” of t 
together the congregation of the people, 3 ntrary 
« receive them to his mercy 3 : and then the La ophet 
« will thew theſe things.“ em, bu 

'Tis alſo recorded, 2 Machab. i. W hendec 
+ That on the ſame cccaſion, the prielis, them 
& then were worſn. pers of God, took prager ret 
cc 


the ſacred fire fr. n the altar, and hid it l 
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valley, where there was a pit without water, 


And that when many years were palled, and 
it pleaſed Cod that Nehemias was ſent by the 
king of Perſia, he ſent ſome of the poſterity 
of thoſe prieſts that had hid it, to ſeek for the 
fire: theſe found no fire in the place, but only 
thick water; which Nehemias bid them draw 
up, and bring it to him. Then he ordered 
the wood and the ſacrifices that were laid on 
the altar to be ſprinkled with that ſame water. 
And when this was done, and the ſun, which 
had been under a cloud, ſhone out, a great 
fre was kindled, and conſumed the ſacrifices.” 
ow this miraculous recovery of the holy fire, 
hich was ordered to be always kept burning on 
od's altar, was celebrated with an annual feſti- 


al, as we learn from the ſame chapter, verſe 18. 


ter the deſtruction of the city and of the tem- 
e, and the carrying away of great numbers 
to captivity, Godolias, the ſon of Ahicam, 
as made governor over the ſmall remains of 
e people; and the captains, that had been diſ- 
red, reſorted to him. But he being murdered 
Iſmael, one of their number, all the reſt, for 


ar of the Chaldeans, fled away into Egypt, 


S 


ntrary to what the Lord ordered them by the 
ophet Jeremias, whom they took along with 
em, but would not hearken to him. He re- 
ended their idolatry in Egypt and denounced 
them that they ſhould all periſh there, and 
yer return home, And die tradition of the 
35 Hebrews 


(90) 
Hebrews is, that here at length they ſtoned tl! 
prophet to death. 
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The captivity of Babylon was ſent as a judz: 
ment upon the Jews for their idolatry and other 
crimes : but this judgment was fo tempered wit 


mercy, that they who, were carried away ca- pod 
tives, by the grace of God, became penitents;W, of t 
and by his favour, were, in a lite time, i d to: 


more happy than they that were left behind erf. 


and although they had neither temple nor iaciWD:nic 
fice, and they lived in the micſt of the molfgins 
wicked city in the world, yet they maintaind three 
their religion, and obſerved the divine lay bo, ar 
much better than they had done when they vn ten 
at liberty in Jeruſalem, See Jeremias xxiv, anc 


Baruch i. The chief particulars of the hilton 
of this time are recorded in the book of Danie 


Daniel, and the Three Children, 


At the time that king Joakim firſt fell into thi 
hands of Nabuchadnezzar, (from which the 


venty years of the Babyloaiſh captivity are uſuii were 
dated) four youths royal blood were came Th 
away to Babylon, wivſe names were DanieWang 


Anania 
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ied tio nanias, Miſael and Arias. Theſe, by orders 
Nabuchadnezzar, were taken into his palace, 

be inſtructed in the !earning and the tongue 

the Chaldeans, that they might be qualified 

ſtand before the king, Who alſo appointed 

em 2 daily proviſion of his own meats, and of 

; (0), e wine of which he himſelf drank. But the 
bous youths fearing leſt they ſhould be defiled 

th the king's table, petitioned the officer, who 

a judge the charge over them, to give them pulſe 
d other rearden ſtuff) to eat, inſtead of 2 king's 
ed with ats, and water to drink: and with this kind 


ay cafe food their faces appeared fuirer and fatter than 
tens of the children who eat of the king's meat. 
me; fu to theſe children God gave knowled oe and 
behind Werſftanding in every book, and wiſdom : but 


D 
Daniel alto, a prophetick ſight for the under- 
nding of viſions and dieams. And when, af- 
three years, they were brought in before the 
bt, and were examined by him, he found 


m ten times more learned than any of the 
emen of his kingdom. 


or {act 
ne mo 
1ntained 
ne lay 
ey wen 
XIV, and 
e hiſtory 


Dane 1 Hiſtory of Saſauna. 


n. Vaniel was as yet very young, but had al- 

dy acquired a great eſteem among the people 
| into i his wiſdom, when he ſaved the life of Su- 
h the fa. There were at that time two old men 
re uſual were appointed judges for the Jews in Baby- 
e catch 'ihele frequented the hi,uſe of Joakim, the 
De and of Suſanna, and by often ſeeing her 

nall 


going 
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going in to walk in her huſband's orchard, wer it us 


inflamed with luſt towards her; for ſhe was en- © e 
ceeding beautiful. At length they diſcovereſ Sens 
their paſſion to each other, and watching for a | wi! 
opportunity of finding her alone in the orcharl, done 
made their wicked propoſals to her; threateninM fnce 
her withal, that if ſhe did not conſent to ther be: 
luſt, they would ſwear againſt her that they hal 1icte: 
taken her in adultery. Suſanna, who from at: 
child had been brought up in the fear of Go voice 
rejected with horror the propoſal, and cried oi them 
with a loud voice. The elders alſo cried off again 
againſt her; and when the ſervants of the hou to the 


ruſhed into the orchard to ſee what was the ma innoc 
ter, they pretended they had found a young mu 
with her. The next day, when the people wen 
come to the houſe of Joakim, the two old me 
cited Suſanna to appear before them, and mat 
themſelves both accuſers and witneſſes againl 
her; and procured that ſhe ſhould be condemn 
to death for adultery. Suſanna weeping lookt 
up to heaven, for her heart had confidence | 
the Lord. And ſhe cried aloud to the Lord 
witneſs of her innocence ; and he was pleaſed! 
hear her. And when ſhe was led away to be p| 
to death, the Spirit of the Lord moved Dani 
then a young boy, to cry out: I am innocent 
the blood of this woman : return to judgmen 
ye children of Iſrael; for they have borne 1a 
witneſs againſt her. So all the people turn 
again in haſte, and the old men faid to hit 
« Come and fit ti down among us, and ol 
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„ were it us; ſeeing God hath given thee the honour 
vas ex- of old age. And Daniel faid to the people, 
covered Sepatate theſe two far from one another, and 
for will examine them. Which when they had 
rehare il done, Daniel examining them apart, in pre- 
ateninl ſence of the people, by their contradicting 
to then one another in the account they gave, con- 
hey hei victed them of being falſe witneſtes. With 
from mat all the aſtembly cried out with a icud 
dF Golf voice; and they bleſled God, who ſaveth 
ried o them that truſt in him. And they role up 


ried o againſt the two elders, and condemned them 
he houg to that death which they had deligned for che 
the may innocent.“ | 

ung MU ? 

me wen Nabuchaanezzar*s Dream. 

old me 


1d mai Tuis king had a dream, with which he was 


s agary much terrified in his ſleep ; but afterwards 
ndemnWyuite went out of his mind. He ſends there- 
z looke for all his wiſemen, ard his diviners, and 
dence Whologers, and requires of them that they 
Lord Mpuld tell him his dream, and the interpretation 
pleaſel Wit: and as they were not able to tell his 
to be am, he charges them with being impoſtors, 
d Dan orders that they all ſhould be put to death. 
nocent Mniel hearing of this edict, begged that a ſtop 
udgmeiebt be put to the execution of. it, and that 
orne ſuſſhe might be given him, and that he would re- 
le tutte the queſtion and declare it to the king, 


en he went into his hogſe, and invited his 
t companions to join with him in humble 
f Prayer, 
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prayer, that the Lord in his mercy would revel chat 
this ſecret, to the end that they might not periſh 8 
with all the wiſemen of Babylon. And C! d 
was pleaſed to hear their prayer, and to rev 
the myſtery to Daniel in a viſion by night; far The 1 
which favour he moſt heartily bleſſed and praiſe 
the Lord. Then being brought before the kin After 
he told him his dream; that he had ſeen in hi jd of 
Leep a tall ſtatue of a terrible aſpect ſtanding be d alle! 
fore him; the head of it was of gold, the bre Ates, 
and the arms of ſilver, the belly and the thig) the de 
of braſs, the legs of iron, and the feet part s! 
iron and part of clay; that thus he ſaw it, till all of 
ſtone was cut out of a mountain without baue th. 
and ſtruck the ſtatue on its feet, and reduced ti Cted, 
whole to duſt; and the ſtone became a get burnit 
mountain, and filled the whole earth. T hen? Ich, V 
to the interpretation, he told the king that tl this o 
dream was prophetical, God being pleaſed , eu 
foreſhew by it what was to come to paſs in tl © he 
latter times: that the ſtatue denoted four ge,. the 
kingdoms, which ſhould ſucceſſively rule MC f 
world: but the ſtone that was cut out of ad bee 
mountain without hands, denoted a kingdo ngelt 1 
which the God of hcaven ſhould ſet up, ( me 
the kingdom of Chriſt in his church) whi oldier 
ſhould ſubdue all other kingdoms, and {tand heir o. 
ever. Nabuchadnezzar, upon hearing this, | an an; 
down upon his face to worſhip Daniel, ackno rv 
ledging that his God was the God of gods. | e the | 
alſo promoted him in hon, and at his req! r [ 
i 


appointed his three companions (whoſe na 
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changed. to Sidrach, Miſach and Abednago) 
> be over the works of the province of Baby- 
n; but Daniel himſelf he kept in his palace. 


ever! 
periſh 
1 Gol 


reves 


The three Children in the firey Furnace. 


at; for 

prailed Afrer thi | 

en r this, Nabuchadnezzac ſet up a ſtatue of 
"ink dd of fifty cubits high in the plain of Dura, 
_ aſſembled all his nobles, governors, and ma- 
e Seil rates, and all the chief men of his provinces, 


the dedication of it; giving orders, that upon 
aing the ſound of the trumpet, and the concert 
all other muſical inſtruments, all ſhould pro- 
ate themſelves and adore the ſtatue he had 
Cted, under pain of being caſt into a furnace 
burning fire, The three young men, Si- 
ch, Miſach and Abednago, being called upon 
this occaſion, reſolutely told the king, that 
y would not worſhip his gods, nor adoie the 
ue he had erected. Upon this their declara- * 
n, the king in a great fury ordered that the it 


e thigh 
part ( 
it, til 
it hands 
uced tt 
a ore 
Then? 
that ti 
leaſed 
aſs in! 


four git 
___ Oe ſhould be heated ſeven times more than 
wr” ad been accuſtomed; and commanded the 
kinglo Ingelt men that were in his army to bind the 
ub, (# ng men and cal them into the fire ; which 
1) «hi ſoldiers immediately executed with the loſs 


their own lives, being killed by the flame. 
> this, n angel of the Lord went down with the 
” kno ſervants of God into the furnace, and he 
' od. e the flame of fire out of the furnace, and 
is reg the midſt of the furnace like the blowing | 
'ofe nal cold wind; and the fire touched them not 1 

, at . ; 


| {tand 
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at all, nor did them any harm. This won o p 
of the almighty power and goodneſs cf G looo 
which thus ceclared itfelf in their favour, exciti edee 
the thiee children to praiſe and glorify the LoWvitic 
with all their ſtrength, and to invite the wess, 
Creation to Join with them in bleſhng him: Hut t! 
was it long before the king himſelf perceived ad 
miracle, and ſaid to his nobles : * Did we Has u 
« caſt three men bound in the midſt of the i the 
« Behold, I ſee four men looſe, and walking {ſieve 
ce the mic of the furnace without hurt; tha 
« the form of the fourth is like a ſon of Goffiown t 
© Then going up to the door of the Raming i bis 
« nace, he called upon theſe ſervants f they 
© moſt high God to come forth to him; and 
immediately they came out from the mid chat! 
<« the fire. And the king, and all that been 
« with him, conſidering them found, that till be 
« fire had had no power at all on them, na molt. 
« much as ſinged their hair or their garmen{ſ and g 
This evident miracle obliged Nabuchadneni'* was 
to give glory to their God, and to publiſh 4ly lot 
edict, by which he forbid the blaſphemingi'* cond 
him under pain of death, beaſts, 
| ——y | his hz 
The Judgment of Cod upon Nabuchaanea [ache 
cla 


bio wide 
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| The Lord was pleaſed, after this, to cend 
f to this kipg in a drearn:, the judgments v 
| -were going to falb upon him for his fins. Da 
be interpreted this dream: to kim, adviſe 
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which he concludes with theſe words: „“ Ther 


„„ able to abale,” 


having diſcovered, by the contrivance of Dani 


— ver up Daniel, whom they immediately cait 1 


e fitting in the midſt of the lions. And 
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* fore I Nabuchadnezzar do now praiſe a 
« magnify, and glorify the king of heaven, h 
& cauſe ail his works are true, and his wy 
„ judgments, and them that walk in pride he 


The Reign of King Evilmerodach, 


Nabuchadnezzar dying, had for his ſucceſ 
his ſon Evilmerodach, a favourer of the ey 
as appears by his immediately exalting king 
chonias. He is believed to be the king, vl 


the impoſtute of the prieſts of Bel, deftroyt 
both them and their god : after which he gi 
Daniel leave to make away with a great ſerpe 
which the Babylonians worſhipped : with whi 
the people were ſo much enraged, that ti 
charged the king with being turned Jew; a 
rifing up againſt him, they abliged him to de 


a den, in which there were ſeven lions; wii 
he remained ſix days untouched, Here he 8 
viſited by the prophet Habakuk, brought by 
angel from Judea, with a proviſion of potty”: 
and bread for his ſupport. ** On the ſevel talned 
« day the king came to bewail Daniel ; and 
« looked into the den, and behold Daniel ſpreted 


<« king cried out with a loud voice, Great 
« thou, O Lord, the God of Daniel! 4 
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| drew him out of the den. But thoſe that had 
been the cauſe of his condemnation, he caſt 
into the den and they were devoured in A 
moment before him.” 


Ning Baltaſſar“s profane Banquet , his 


Puniſhment. 


b. WThe laſt of the Chaldean kings was Baltaſſar, 


or grandſon to Nabuchadnezzar. He made 
great feaſt for a thouſand of his nobles; and 
king | ug now elevated with wine, he ordered the 
83 den and filver veſſels to be brought him, 
& Dani ch had been taken out of the temple of Jeru- 
| denon m ; and both he and all his gueſts, his wives 
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d there appeared fingers, as it were of the 
d of a man, writing upon the wall over- 
Inſt the candleftick ; which the king per- 
ing, was greatly terrified. And when none 
his wiſemen were able to read the writing, 
h leſs to interpret it, Daniel was ſent for; 
„ after remonſtrating to the king how much 
ad offended the Lord of heaven by profaning 
ſacred veſſels, read to him the writing, which 


oft . 
* Ld ined no more than theſe three words, 
el; aur THEKEL, PRARES. Which Danicl 
Dan wy ſpreted in this manner: Mane, God hath 


1 dered thy kingdom, and hath finiſhed it. 
% Great EX EL, Thou art weighed in the ballance, 
, N 5.57 : | 
211 And art found wanting. PHARES, Thy king- 
4 0 1 2 ˖ dom 


| concubines, drank out of them, giving 
iſes to their falſe gods and idols. When be- 
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dom is divided, and js given to the Medes and 
Perſians. Immediately, by the King's command, 
Daniel! was clothed in purple, and a chain d 
gold was put about his neck; and it was pro iii. > 
claimed of him, that he had power as the thin 
man in the kingdom. That ſame night Baltaſ, 
the Chaldean king, was ſlain; and Darius, tht 
Mede, ſucceeded in the kingdom. 


The Reign of Darius the Med, 


This king alſo highly favoured Daniel, zl 4 br, 
made him one of the three chief governors e k 
his kingdom, which drew upon him the envy Ide t. 
the other great ones. Theſe not finding burn 
other way that they could hope to bring him ia G 
diſgrace with the king, but on the ſcore of | ways 
religion, in which they knew he was very c lions 
{tant and godly, preſented an adctels to Dad live f. 


in the name of all the nobles of the k ne ande h 


requiring a decree to be ſet forth, by his auth they 
rity, forbidding any petition to be made to ay him! 
God or man for the ſpace of thirty days, 0 * 


to himſelf, under pain of being caſt into the oy The 
i l n 
of the lions. This ſtrange decree was acce! 


ingly publiſhed with all formality, and [140 vary 
by the king, according to the law of the Met botton 
and Perſians, which did not allow any e chem: 
edict ever to be reverſed. Daniel hearing pon thi 


this law, went into his houſe, and opening 
windows in his upper chamber towards Jen 
tem, knelt down 10 his prayers, and there adol 


ding 


— — — — 
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nd gave thanks to his God, as he had always 
es auen accuſtomed to do, three times in the day. 
mand, Wi: enemies had their ſpies upon him, and having 
hain Abend him praying and making ſupplication to 
as pro. is God, accuſed him to the king as a tran(- 
e (hit xeſſor of the law, and perfectly forced this 
altaliar Lince, much againſt his will, to deliver up Da- 
ius, el to be caſt into the den of the lions. This 
Des the ſecond time that Daniel was Iludgc( 
mongit the lions; but the firſt time he was in 


2 e den for {ix days, this ſecond time only for 

ne night, For the king, wha could not ſieep 
nel, at night, through the concern he had for Da- 
-rnors Mel, riſing very early in the morning, went in 
e env) lite to the lions den, and cried out with a 
ding WWournful voice, „Daniel, ſervant of the livin 
him ug God, hath thy God, whom thou ſerveſt al- 
re of l ways, been able to deliver thee from the 
very Cop lions? And Daniel anſwering, ſaid, O king, 
0 Dar live for ever: my God hath ſent his angel, 
K ngo and hath ſhut up the mouths of the lions, and 
his aul they have not hurt me; foraſmuch as before 
de to him juſtice hath been found in me; yea, and 
1ayS, di before thee, O king, I have done no offence. 
to ide Then the king commanded he ſhould be 
as accu taken out of the den, and that his accuſers 
and mould be caſt in; who ſcarce reached the 
the Mee bottom of the den before the lions caught 
any le them and broke all their bones in pieces.“ 
beats pon this, king Darius publiſhed an edict, com- 
bs Je ding all the ſubjects of his empire to dread 
1; $77," 51 


I 3 and 


here add 
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and fear the living and eternal God, whom De. Much, 

nic! worſhipped, er he 

ad a 1 

| capt 

C HAP. VII. Bone. 

| ty of 

The Hiſtory of Tobit, Judith and Eftbr, a | 

, taki 

Tobit, er Tobias. After 

nach 

OBIT was a native of the tribe and c iy we 

of Nephthali, who from his very chi ted th 

hood feared the Lord, and was a clofe obſerves able 

of the divine law. He never bent his knees d clot! 
the calves of Jeroboam, but went to Jcruſaleniiiſe dead 

to the temple of the Lord, and there adored tifWnache 

God of lirael, offering his firſt-fruits and tiny wa 

to him. When he was a man, he took to vi man 

Anna of his own tribe, and had of her a fouled t. 

whom he named Tobias, and from his infan the t 

he taught him to fear God, and to abſtain ft ſubſta 
all ſin. And now Salmanaſar, king of the Mn his 

ſyrians, having taken Samaria, and put an iy love 

to the kingdom of the ten tribes, carried 2 king y 
Ifrael into captivity : and Tobit, with his Meant of 

and child, was brought to Ninive; where, ee was 

the midſt of infidels, and in a moſt wicked c courf 

he was ſtill mindful of the Lord with all and hi 

heart; and the Lord was pleaſed to give him the ma; 
vour in the fight of Salmanaſar the king: ine to p 
| mud bef: 


e 


EZ 
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uch, that he gave him leave to go whitherſo- 
er he would, with liberty to do whatever he 
ad 4 mind. He went therefore to all that were 
captivity, and gave them wholeſome admo- 
tions. At which time, coming to Rages, a 
ty of the Medes, and finding there Gabelus, 
e of his kindred, in want, he lent him ten 
ents of the money he had by the king's boun- 
, taking his note of hand for the payment. 

After the death of Salmanaſar, his ſucceſſor 
nnacherib hating the children of Iſrael, Tobit 
ly went amongſt all his kindred, and com- 
ned them, and diſtributed to every one as he 
vs able out of his goods. He fed the hungry, 


m Da. 


Eſther, 


and city 
y chile 
obſerve 


knees Hd clothed the naked, and was careful to bury 
cruſalenie dead and them that were ilain. But when 
dored nacherib returning from Judea, where his 
and tiny was deſtroyed by an angel in one night, 


k to vi; many of the children of Iſrael. Tobit was 


er a \ouſed to him for burying their dead bodies, 
is infant the tyrant commanded him to be ſlain, and 
ſtain fray ſubltance to be confiſcated, He fled away 
jof the Ah his wife and fon, and lay concealed ; for 
ut an e loved him: but after five and forty days 
rried zu king was killed by his own fons; and the 
1 his want of God returned home, and all his ſub- 
where, Nee was reſtored to him. He followed on the 
ricked My: courſe of life, till God was pleaſed, for his 


ith all and his improvement in virtue, as well as 
ive him the manifeſtation of his patience, for an ex- 
cing - e to poſterity, to permit that an accident 

mul befall him, by which he loſt his fight. 
> For 


( 104 ) 
For whereas he had always feared God from hu 
infancy and kept his commandments, he repind ee 
not againſt God, becauſe the evil of blindncs ent. 
had befallen him; but continued immoveable u be. 
the fear of God, giving thanks to him all te, 


a> Wi 
an, 
OW it 


he K. 


days of his life. And wien his relations and 
kinſmen took occaſion, trom his blindneſs, u 
mock at his life, ſaying, Where is now thy hope 
for which thou gaveſt alms and buriedſt the deat 


He rebuked them, ſaying, Speak not ſo; for mt nl 
are the children of ſaints, and look for that lie" 
which God will give to them who never chang p dy 
their faith from him. Tobit was four years u * 
der this trial, which was aggravated to him} Th. . 
his wife, who alſo joined with them that , 13 
proached and upbtaided him. Upon which 5 1 
addreſſed his prayer to the Lord with many ten 11 £ 
acknowledging the juſtice of all the divine wah}, © 
and begging that God would not remember! A yg 
ſins, nor thoſe of his parents; but that, i 28 
were his holy will, he would command his | M — 
to be received in peace. and 6 
And now the holy man thinking he ſho the 4 
die, called to him his fon, to give him, We 4 
thought, his laſt inſtructions ; diligently ing 3 
i i - ſte 
cating to him his duty to his mother, but a * 


all things, that all the days of his life he f 
have God in his mind, and take heed neve 
conſent to any fin ; but eſpecially that he fl 
guard againſt all impurity, and againſt prid 
the mother of all miſchief, With other © 
lent leflons, dictated by the Spirit of God. 


came 
anced i 
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Va nea 
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om bu. concluſion he put him in mind of the ten 
tepinel ens he had lent to Gabelus, and deſired him 
indnel ſeek ſome truſty man to go with him as far as 
zablc i ages, that he might receive that money. To- 
all we, went out, and met with a beautiful young 
ons al an, girded as it were for a journey; and not 
_ Y owing him to be an angel, enquired of him 
* . he knew the way to the country of the Medes. 
pho. anſwered, that he knew all the roads of that 
» 


untry, and that he had been with Gabelus, 


o dwelt in Rages. Upon this, Tobias in- 


that lik 


"= duced him to his father, and he recommended 
11 > ſon to his charge. 
* hey ſet out upon their journey, and they 


Ioed the firſt night by the river Tigris. Here 


» 1 : 8 . : 
which ti: going out to waſh his feet in the river, 


any * aſſaulted by a great fiſh. He cried out for 

pars ep; and the angel (who called himſelf by the 

2 Nef Azarias, which in Hebrew ſignifies 20% 
7 


F Gd) encouraged him to lay hold on the 
| of the fiſh and bring it to the land. He did 
and then taking out the entrails, he laid up, 
the direction of the angel, the heart, the gall, 
| the liver, for uſeful medicines ; but the fiſh 


d his ip 


he ſho! 
nim, V 


ntly 1 j roaſted, and took with them in the way, 
wy nz as much of it as might ſerve them till 
e he ame to Rages. And now they were far 
ed NOV: nced in their journey, when the angel in- 
at he i ned Tobias, that there was in the neighbour- 
nt * a near relation of his father, whoſe name 
other hy Raguel, who had a daughter named Sara, 
f God, child, and that he ſhould aſk her in 


marriage, 
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marriage, and that all their ſubſtance hou 
1 come to him, Tobias anſwered, „I hear that 
1 «© ſhe hath been given to ſeven huſbands, nd 
if | « they all died: moreover, I have heard that 
| | & devil killed them. Now I am afraid, leſt the 


* ſame thing ſhould happen to me alſo. Hear 
0 


£ agu 
Wther: 
Pence, 
W-ccd 
_ m 
Waugh 
Wave h 


* me, faid tne angel, and I will ſhew thee who 


* they are over whom the devil can prevail. 


e rig 


i | « For they, who in ſuch manner receive matti 7 
| * mony as to ſhut out God from themſelves WW. 
it „ and from their mind, and to give themlzlve Tacc 
[1 * to their luſt, as the horſe ayd mule, which Ether 
| have not underſtanding, over them the deff At n 
| | © hath power. But thou, when thou hal: tak Wil pre 
itt „her, go into the chamber, and for three de |... 
In keep thyſelf continent from her, and geek. 
lil: « thyſelf to prayers with her. And on the ni er. 
| ip V night lay the liver of the fiſh on the fire, an an 
j | i % the devil ſhall be driven away. And whet per E 
Cl! * the third night is paſt, thou ſhalt take the vi. bing 
| e pin with the fear of the Lord, moved rah te [ 
1 &« for the love of children than for luſt, that i odias 
cc the ſeed of Abraham thou mayeſt obtain mon 
te bleſſing in children.“ „ding 
When they came to Raguel's houſe he receive, c. 
43 them kindly ; and being told that Tobias "Ws {ct © 
| | his kinſman's ſon, he embraced him, ſaying wi. ei 
in tears, A bleſſing be upon thee, my ſon, CCl of h 
| | thou art the ſon of a good and a moſt vir ud bim a) 
| | man. He alſo ordered a feaſt to be prepared f angel 
1 them. Tobias, as inſtructed by the angel, dt before 
|| manded his daughter in martiage. a be his aff 
Hl age 
N 
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zaguel, knowing what had happened to the 
Wihers that had taken her before, ſtood in ſuſ- 
Pence, giving no anſwer, till the angel encou- 
Feed him, ſaying, Be not afraid to give her to 
S's man; for to him who feareth God is thy 
Waughter due, and therefore another could not 
Wave her. Then Raguel conſented, and taking 
Wc right hand of his daughter, he gave it into 
he right hand of Tobias, ſaying, The God of 
braham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God 
Jacob be with you, and may he join you to- 
ther and fulfil his bleſſing in you. 
At night, Tobias was careful to obſerve all 
le preſcriptions of the angel, and took a part of 
e liver of the fiſh and laid it upon burning 
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nd gin als, and invited his bride to join with him in 
the 7 aper. In the mean time the angel took the 
12 3 vil away, and bound him in the deſert of the 


per Egypt. The next day they celebrated the 
arriage feaſt with decent joy, and with the fear 
the Lord. And the angel, at the deſire of 
obias, went forward to Rages, and received 
_ of Gabelus, and brought him to the 
dding. 

After a fortnight ſpent in Raguel's houſe, To- 


the vit- 
ed rathet 
„ that in 
obtain 


> received 


bias 4 s {et out upon his journey home; his father- 

Mis law giving him, for his wife's portion, one 

, "I It of his ſubſtance in hand; the reſt to come 
vir. 


him after the death of her parents. And now 


pu angel propoſed to him, that they two ſhould 

oge * before, that they might ſconer bring comfort | 

And "lis afllited parent, He alſo bid him take 
Rogue » with 9 
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with him of the gall of the fiſh. And wh 
they drew near to the city, he ſaid to him,“ 
ſoon as thou ſhalt come into thy houſe, forthyy 
adore the Lord thy God; and giving thank; 
him, go to thy father and kiſs him: and imm 
diately anoint his eyes with the gall of the fil 
and they {tall be opened. Tobias did as hey 
directed, and when he had anointed his fathe 
eyes with the gall, within half an hour a wi 
ſkin began to come out of his eyes like the ( 
of an egg; and Tobias took hold of it and dre 
it from his eyes, and immediately he recove 


and 
| di 
not 
didf 
and 
deac 
nigh 
beca 
nece 
And 
and 

devil 


his fight. And they all glorified God. A fever 
ſeven days, Sara, the wife of Tobias, ar they 
ſafe with her ſervants, and all her ſubſtance WF bled, 
cattle and money. And Tobias having told BY the g 
parents all the benefits of God, which he to thi 
done to him, by the perſon that conducted was 
the father and the ſon calling him aſide, be of G 
that he would accept of, for his ſervices, bim. 


half of all things that they had brought. with 
Then he ſaid to them ſecretly : ** Biel ve drink 

God of heaven, and give glory to him in time | 

&« ſight of all that live, becauſe he has ſueſ me, 


c his mercy to you. For it is good to hide wond 
& ſecret of a king; but honourable to reveal he w. 
© confeſs the works of God. Prayer is could 
« with faſting and alms, more than to % for th 
ce treaſures of gold; for alms delivereth and b 


« death, and the ſame is that which pul 
away fins, and maketh to find metc 
« life everlaſting, But they that com " 


( 109 ) 
nd wiel and iniquity, are enemies to their own ſouls, 
him, I diſcover then the truth unto you, and I will 


not hide the ſecret from you. When thou 
didft pray with tears, and didſt bury the dead, 
and didſt leave thy dinner, and didft hide the 


forthwꝛi 
thanks! 
nd imm 


che fi dead by day in thy houſe, and bury them by 
as he with night, I offered thy prayer to the Lord. And 
1is fathe becauſe thou waſt acceptable to God, it was 
ur a wil necefiary that temptation ſhould prove thee, 


ce the it 
[ and dre 
' TECOVE 


And now the Lord hath ſent me to heal thee, 
and to deliver Sara, thy ſon's wife, from the 
devil: for I am the angel Raphael, ane of the 


od. AW ſeven who ſtand before the Lord. Now when 
as, ati they had heard theſe things they were trou- 
bſtance I bled, and being ſeized with fear they fell upon 
ng told i the ground on their face. And the angel ſaid 
ch be to them, Peace be to you, fear not: for when 
ucted was with you, I was with you by the will 
de, beg of God: bleſs ye him, and ſing praiſes to 


him. I ſeemed indead to eat and to drink 
with you; but I uſe an inviſible meat and 


rvices, 
nt. 


Bleſs e drink, which cannot be ſeen by men. It is 
him iu time therefore that I return to him that ſent 
has ſnl me, But bleſs ye God, and publiſh all his 
to hide wonderful works. Which when he had (aid, 


o reveal 8 he was withdrawn from their ſight, and they 


yer is could ſee him no more. But they continued 
1 to Jai for three hours lying proſtrate upon their face 
veret! and blefling God: then riſing up, they pub- 
1ich pull liſhed all his wonderful works.” 


met 


Tobit was ſixty years old when he recovered 
comma 


$ fight; after which he lived two and forty 
=. years 


1 po, a APY” uk as * # *,- — 


* 


- 
« . — OR OF 0 - 
—— — 


(61410) 


vears in joy, and with great increaſe of the ſex 
of God, and then departed in peace. His ſq 
Tobias lived ninety-nine years, and ſaw his chi 
dren's children to the fifch generation. And 4 


ral E 
e kin 


: 
inet 


Mpies 

his progeny continued in good life and holy con * 
verſation, ſo that they were e both e. 
God and to men. my di 
od w: 

Judith. to j 

te h. 

Judith was a lady of the tribe of Simeon, Menn 
the city of Bethulia, who being left a widow bid the 
her huſband Manailes, with a plentiful fortunes the) 
conſecrated her widowhood to devotion and e 
nance : inſomuch, that ſhe made herſelf a per ſo 
vate chamber in the upper part of her houſe, Meer. 
which ſhe abode ſhut up with her maids, e bis 
wore a haircloth upon her loins, and ſaſted lid 
the days of her life, except the ſabbaths and Ned at 
feaſts of the houſe of Iſrael. She was exceed taken 
ingly beautiful, but made no account of eng t! 
beauty, and was greatly renowned among all fo ting © 
her virtue, becauſe ſhe feared the Lord ver" wat 
much; neither was there any one that ſpoke ng em 
ill word of her. ter en; 
In thoſe days Nabuchadnezzar, (not the king day. 
of Babylon, who ſacked Jeruſalem, but ano ber 
who was king of the Aſſyrians and reigned i mig. 
Ninive) having overcome the king of the Med rathe 
was fo puffed up with this victory as to take heir! 
in his head to bring the whole earth under an 


dominion. In order to do this, he ſent his ing an 
5 Del 


* 


— — — 


(ii 

ral Holoſernes with a mighty army againſt alt 
e kingdoms of the weit, with a com \miffion to 
hem waſte, to deſttoy their cities and their 
mp! 8 3 T0 the end that he alone might be aC- 
ow!edged lord and god by all thoſe nations. 
ler having waited many other regions, his 
My drew near to havens where the people of 
od was greatly alarmed, fearing leaſt he ſhould 
to Jeruſaicm and to the temple of the Lord 
ie had done to other cities and their temples. 
4 made what preparations they could to de- 
ad themlelves againſt ſo formidable an enemy; 
d they cried to the Lord God of Iſrael with 
et earneftnels for his aſſiſtance, and humbled 
eir ſouls in tallings and prayers, And now 
oſernes having ſaid thirty days in Idumea to 
te his forces together, advanced with them; 
| laid ſiege to Bethulia, a city fo ſtrongly fi- 
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s and ed amongſt the mountains, that it could not 
; exceed taken by aſſault. But he found means of re- 
1t of be eing the citizens to the utmoſt extremity, by 
ng all fo ting off the aqueduct which furniſhed them 
,ord verify" water; ſo that in a ſhort time, their cifterns 


nz emptied, there was rot left within the city 
ter enough to ſatisfy them, not ſo much as for 


ſpore 


+ the ku day. In this diſtreſs, the people aſſembling 
at anothe ether begged of Ozias, the go+2rnor, that 
eigned i might give themſclves up to the Aflyrians, 
he Mede rather Jive in ca ptivity under them, or die 


their [words, than that both they and their 
zes and children ſhouid periſh by a more lin- 
Ing and diſmal dean, by the drought of ihirtt. 

8 Ozias 


to take 
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nt his gf 
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Oꝛias ſoupht to encourage them to truſt in g 
Lord; and after they had for ſome hours j Joine 
in crying to the Lord and conteſling their ff 
with many tears, he exhorted them to waitk 
mercy from the Lord five days, and if 19 3 
came within that time, he would then deliver 
the city. : ; | 
The holy widow Judith hearing of this, { 
for Ozias and the ancients, and remonſtrated1 
them how ill they had done in ſetting a time 
the mercy of the Lord, and appointing tin 
day, inſtead of humbly waiting for his tin 
with an entire confidence in him, and conform 
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with his will. Then ſbe ſignified to them ob 
intention God had inſpired her with of alten en, 
ing ſomething for their delivery.“ Youh be 
<6 Rand, ſaid ſhe, at the gate this night, ani Rar 
© will go out with my maid-ſervant; and pl 45 
„ye as you have faid, that within five davs! 8 
% Lord may look down upon his people Ii the t 
& But I deſire that you ſearch not into wis 38s 
& am doing; and till J bring you word, get! out ; 
< thing elſe be done, but to pray for nie to 3 
- 6 Lord God.” Then the ancients depart ad defi 
ſhe went into her oratory, and there lying! On tl 
ſtrate in ſackcloth and aſhes, ſhe poured out pper, 
prayer before the Lord, that he might gn 
blefiing to her underraking, for the greater g Mon f 
of his own name and the ſalvation of his ped t occ 
After which, ſhe put off her haircloth anc hag 
away the garments of her widowlivod, bel « 


dreficd herſelf out in her beſt attire, and ＋ 


* 
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»rſelf with all her ornaments: and as in all 


ut in s ner intention was pure, the Lord added to 
rb * er beauty, ſo that ſhe appeared in all men's eyes 
heir fn 


comparably lovely. And the gave to her maid 
bottle of wine to carry, and a veilel of oil, 
nd parched corn, and dry figs, and bread. and 
heeſe, for their proviſion, and went out. At 
2 gate of the city they found Ozias and the 
cients, who let her paſs, aiking no queſtions, 
ut only praying to God to ſtrengthen her. She 
ent down the hill, and about break of day the 
acchmen of the Aſſyrians met her, and ſtopped 
f. And as ſhe told them ſhe was a daughter 
F the Hebrews, who was come away, becauſe 
te knew they would be made a prey to them, 
id that ſhe deſired to be introduced to the pre- 
nce of their general, they brought her to the 
nt of Holofernes; who no fooner ſaw her, but 
23 in love with her. And having heard the 
uſe of her coming, be appointed her a lodging 
the tent where his treaſures were laid up, and 
ve orders to his chamberlains, that ſhe might 
out and in, as ſhe pleaſed, to adore her God 
the night, in the valiey of Bethulia, as ſhe 
xd defired of him. 

On the fourth day Holofernes invited her to 
pper, and as ſhe eat and drank with him of 
le things her maid had prepared for her, his 
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© Mie 1 on for her was ſo inflamed, that he drank on 
| 8 a 
b at occaſion more plentifully of wine than ever 
en had done in his life. At nicht, his ſervants 
1100900 


ured to their lodgings, ary they were all over- 
K 2 charged 


L 


and acol 


— 
— — 
— 


— 


* 
K + Py 
- — * * 


- ow. AY 
——— I 


- ©” ä — — — —— — — 
r — > 
„ 
o _,— 


— _ A 
—— — - 


— „ wal - 
—̃ — my OO — 


— cw oo 


nn _— a> > . 


( 114 ) 
charged with wine, ſo Judith was left alone in 
the chamber: but Holofernes lay on his bed faf 
aſleep, being exceedingly drunk : and ſhe ſpoke 
to her maid to ſtand before the door and t 
watch. Then Judith ſtood before the bed, pra 
ing with tears in filence to the Lord for his hej 
and affiftance ; and drawing out. the ſword, 9 
ſcymitcr, that hung at the bed's head, ſhe took 
him by the hair of his head, and ſaid, Szrenzt 
ne, O Lord God, at this hour. And ſhe ſtruck 
twice upon his neck, and cut off his head; od w 
ſhe went out and gave it to her maid to put i 
into her wallet. Then they two went out x 
cording to their cuſtom, as if it were to praye 
and they paſſed the camp, and having compall 
the valley they came to the gate of the city, An 
Judith called to the watchmen upon the walt 
Open the gates, fer God is with us. And th 
called the ancients of the city, and all the peopl 
ran to meet her; and lighting up lights, they 
gathered round about her: and ſhe ſaid, Pi 


they | 
lſr2el. 


<« ye the Lord our God, who hath not for{akir (po 
ce them that hope in him. And by me his hanoffcrer, 

* maid hath fulfilled his mercy, which he pt 1 
« miſed to the houſe of Iſrael: and he hahes of 


virtue 
ng ON 
ted in 


& killed the enemy of his people by my hat 
& this night.” Then ſhe brought forth the hea 
of Holofernes out of the wallet and ſhewed! 
them. And at the ſame time called the Lordt 
witneſs, that his angel had been her xceper! 
the time ſhe had been there, as well as in | 
going thicher and coming back, and he had" 
| permit 
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mitted her to be defiled with fin, 
hich all the people adored God and gave praiſe 
him. 

At break of day, as Judith had directed, they 
Ing up the head of Holofernes upon the walls, 
d every man took his arms, and they ruthed 
tof the city with a great noiſe and ſhouting, 
make an aſſault upon the camp of the Afly- 
Theſe going to roule their general on 
js occaſion, and finding him weltering in his 
pod without a head, railed a great cry in the 
mp; and fuch a panick ſeized upon the whole 
my, that all courage and counſel departing 
Im them, they thought of nothing but ſaving 
mſcelves by flight, leaving all things behind 
m. Ozias purſued after them, and ſent meſ- 
gers to all the cities and countries of lirael 
| they alſo ſent out their choiceſt young men 
er them, who killed all they could overtake, 
they came to the extremities of the confines 
And all the people were enriched with 
Ir ſpoils, and gave glory to their great de- 


, ny, 


Iſrael. 


Upon 


jahn lived many years after this to ſee the good 
gs of Jeruſalem; and continued to the end 
virtuous and godly life ſhe had begun, till 
ng one hundred and five years old, the de- 
ted in peace. 
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Eſt ber. 
In the days of the great king Aſſuetus, yh 


reigned over one hundred and twenty-ſeven pr 
vinces from India to Ethiopia, there lived in th 
city of Suſan, where the king kept his cout, 
Jew. named Mardochai, who had with hin 
niece, a molt beautiful maiden, whoſe name m 


Efther, whom he had adopted for his child, E 
cauſe ſhe had loſt both her parents. Now "ot 
happened, that the king having taken greats e day 
fence at Vaſthi his queen, for her diſobedient ch 

depoſed her from her royal dignity, and ſento 3 
ders to all his provinces for the moſt beauti * 
young virgins to be brought to him, amo AI. 
whom he might chooſe one to be his queen, il. lhe 
ſtead of Vaſthi, In this number Ettzer ber | 
preſented to him, and ſhe pleated him abe, ne 
the other women, and he ſet the royal crown ing le 
her head, and made her his qucen. Her Wt he | 
Mardochai choſe to make his abode at the ir line a 


gate; and whilſt he was there, he diicovali ce. 
that two of the eunuchs, who were porter, off ©; 
preſided in the firſt entry of the palace, hl, 1. 
formed a deſign to murder the king. He , |... 
quainted the queen with this, and ſhe told it king 
king in Mardocnai's name. And*enquiry be, base 
made, they were found guilty, and were en her 
cuted; and the whole account was recorded 1... 
the chronicles before the king ' alſo. 
* 14 mer 
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After thie, Aman, of the race of Agag, was 
wanced by the king to the height of honour, 
$ that all the king's ſervants were ordered to 
nd their knees to him and worſhip him. Mar- 
chai alone would not pay him this worſhip; at 
hich he was highly offended ; and underſtand- 
g that he was a Jew, he was reſolved to re- 
"ce himfelf upon the whole nation. He pro 


rus, Wh 
even pi 
ved in th 
s Court, 
ith him 


nam 0 therefore, by the favour he had with hs 
_ "MW, chat letters ſhould be ſent for the deftroy- 
ow 


7 10 the Jews that were in his dominions in 
e day, viz, on the thirteenth day of the tweifth 
onth, the day which had come up by lot. 
ardochai and all the Jews heating this, lamented 
d mourned with faſting in ſackloth and aſhes, 
nd Mardochai informed the queen of it, denting 
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que", at ſhe would go in to the king and intreat him 

aer VT her people. She repreſented to him the dan- 

, ae r ſhe ſhould be expoſed to by going in without 
crownl 


ing ſent for, contrary to the law; but defired 
it he and ali the Jews in Suſan would join in 
ling and prayer for three days, and that ſhe 


Her un 


the ll 


dice er maids would do the ſame, and then ſhe 
ortet, venture to go in. Accordingly, the third 
alace, d y he preſented herſelf before the king, and 
„ He Bi molt graciouſly received. She begged of 
| told ! king to come, and to bring Aman with him, 
Juiry de banquet ſhe had prepared; but ſhe did not 
Were ehen her mind that day, but defited ſhe might 
recorded BY tg ured with the ſame company on the next 


allo. So Aman went out that day joyful 
| merry: but when he ſuly MatduChal littingg 
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at the palace gate, and that he did not fo mic 
as move from the place where he was, to {1 
him any honour, he was exceeding ang:y ; an 
returning to his houſe, he declared to his wit 
and his friends, that with all his riches and glary, 
he could have no ſatisfaction, às long as ne ſay 
that Jew fitting before the king's gate. Uzi 
this, they adviſed him to order a gibbet to bt 
prepared fifty cubits high, and in the morning y 
ipeak to the King, that Mardochai might bs 
hanged upon it, 

That night the king paſſed without ſlrep, 2nd 
he commanded the chronicles of former times n 
be read to him, When they came to that pa 
where it was recorded that Mardochat had (it 
the king's life, by detecting the treaſon of the 
two eunuchs, he aſked what honour and reward 
had Mardochai received for this fidelity, The fe: 
vants ſaid, none at all. Then the king alke 
who was in the court: for Aman was now come 
to defire that Mardocha might be hanged, WI. 
he was called in, the king aſked him what ovght 
to be done to the man whom the king was ee 
ſirous to honour? He ſuppoſing chat the” kin 
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would honour no other but ©'mfelt, ani" he h. 
* The man whom the kivg deuteth to hotly! 
„ ought to be clothed with the king's apparel, Ma 
* and to be ſet upon the horſe that the «nifty - 
* rideth upon, and to have the ro; | «rv 
& upon his head; and let the firſt of the e of 
& princes and nobles hold his horſe, and 2lWrparic 
& through the ſtrec of the city, proclaim bei lett 
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mc im and fay, Tus ſhall he be honoured, 
Q ihnen whom the king hath a mind to honour, And 
„ i the king ſaid to him, Make haſte and take 
is wie thc robe and the horſe, and do as thou haft 
ge poken to Mardochai the Jew, who ſitteth be- 
as ſay fore the gates of the palace : beware of omit- 
Uz ing any of thoſe things thou haſt ſaid.” He 
et to ck do no other wiſe than obey ; and being thus 
raing n agely diſappomted and mortified, he went 
Went de a heavy heart to the banquet, which was to 
bis laſt. 
ep, nere the king, after he was warm with wine, 
times el the queen what her petition was, aſſuring 
hat pe it ſhou!d be granted, although ſhe ſhould aſk 
Wade halt of his Kingdom. dhe anſwered, that 
n of Us petition was for ner life, and for her people, 
A rena were given up to be maſtacred and totally 
The \«royed, not excepting thoſe of the king's own 
ing alleen, merely to gratify the cruelty os their 
OW cone. And being aſked who this was, ſhe 
d. Wha, [t is this Aman, that is our adverſary and 
nat ougired enemy. Upon which the king, being 
*.3 teding angry, reſolved to put him to death; 
bu being told by one of the eunuchs of the gib- 
an \v "108 be had prepared for Maidochai, ordered that 
o ho old immediately be hanged upon it. After 
's appar, Mardochai was advanced to the place and 
the Kue which Aman had occupied; and the 
2] ces which this wicked man had ſent in the 
the e of the king to all the provinces, for the 
any 2" ration of the Jews, were reverſed by con- 
aim 7 letters. Thus was the people of God pre- 
. IU. 


ſerved 
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ſerved from deſtruction: their, mourning . 
turned into joy; and the day that had been 
pointed for the general maſſacre of them all, wi 

ordered to be kept as a joyful feilival by tne 

and all their polterity. 
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The Hiſtory of the People of God ofi 
the Ceptivity. 


From the Books of Eſdras, Nebemias, 0 


I'd, 2 

the Machabees. e pre: 

Winer | 

HEN the ſeventy years of the BabyiouWhente 

captivity, foretold by the prophet Je that 

mias, were ended, the Lord ſtirred up the e prop 

of Cyrus, king of the Perſians, as he had ede, 

miſed by the prophet Ifaias, (chap. xliv.) to ident 
leaſe his people from their captivity, and to {lM houſe 

them home to Judea with a commandmeit it no; 

rebuild the temple of God in Jeruſalem. ret 

alſo ordered all the veſſels of gold and land al 
which Nabuchadnezzar had brought away boa, 
the temple, to be reftored to them, to the null will 
and t 


ber of five thouſand four hundred veſſels. 
chiefs that conducted the people back from! 
captivity, were Zorobabel, the grandſon of 
chonias, who was made governor of Judea, 
Joſue, or Jeſus, dhe high prieſt: and the" 
ber of men, who returned with them, amo 
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ag vi ill to forty-two thouſand three hundred and 
en arty. Theſe repairing to Jeruſalem to celebrate 
all, ute che ſeaſt of tabernacles, erected an altar for 
by eie daily facrifices, and laid the found tions of 


etemple. But by the oppoſition of the Sama» 
tans, they were hindered from carrying on the 
ork till the fecond year of the reign of king 
rius (Aiftaſpi-) whom God was pleaſed to 
ove to tavour the building, and to contribute 
it. So they went on proſperouſly, encouraged 
the prophets Aggai and Zacharias, and fi- 
ſked the whole in the ſixth year of the ſame 
nz, and made a ſolemn dedication of it, to 
e great joy of thoſe who had never ſeen the 
mer temple in its glory; whillt the old men 
ented to ſee how much this building fell ſhort 
that other. On this occaſion, the Lord fent 


od aft 
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Babylon 
phet Je 


p the e prophet Aggai to comfort them, with theſe 
e had Mee, (chap. ii.) „ Who is left among you, 
iv.) to WF i! the prophet, verſe 4, &c. that ſaw this 
and to k 


houſe in its firſt glory? And how do you ſee 
t now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? 
Yet now take courage, O Zorobabel, &c. 
and all the people of the land: for I am with 


and ment 
ſalem. 
and fi 


t away jou, faith the Lord: yet one little while, and 
to the null will move the heaven and the earth, &c. 
eſſels. and the Deſired of all nations ſhall come; and 
k from t | will fill this houſe with glory. Silver is 
\dſon of nine, and gold is mine, faith the Lord of 


f Judea, bots. Great ſhall be the glory of this laſt 
nd the bouſe, more than of the Arſt ; and in this 
m, amount klace J will give peace, faith the Lord of 

L ' 6 hoſts.” 


4 | 


(6162) 
4 hoſts.” All which was verified by the comin 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

After tbis, in the ſeventh year of the reigng 
Artaxerxes ( Longimanus) Eſdras the prief, 
learned ſcribe in the law of Moſes, went 
from Babylon to Jeruſalem, with a great nun 
ber of the children of Iſrael, and of the prief 
Levites, &c. in his company: being ſent fra 
the king to inſtruct and aſſiſt the people of G0 
with a moſt gracious decree in their favour, 2 
great preſents to the temple of God. When 
came to Jeruſalem he found that many | tl 
people had tranſgreſſed, by marrying with itra 
gers and unbelievers, which was forbidden 
the law of God, and was infinitely pernicio 
in its conſequences, This their tranſgreſſion 
flicted this holy prieit excecdingly, and he ceal 
not lamenting, weeping, and praying proſti 
before the temple of God, till there was gathe 
ed to him an exceeding great aſſembly of me 
women and children, who were all moved | 
his example to weep with much lamentatic 
And they all agreed to enter into a ſolemn cov 
nant with the Lord their God, to put away ti 
iirange wives, and to be never more gulliy 
the like tranſgreſſion. | 

In the twentieth year of the ſame king Alt 
erxes, Nehemias who was cup-bearer to 
king, obtained a licenſe trom him to go nd! 
build the, walls of Jeruſalem. In this work 
met with great oppoſition ſrom the Sai, 
and other neighbe>ring nations: But b<gui ; 

| 1 N Cal 
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urried on the building in ſpite of them all, and 
niſhked the whole in two and fifty days: ſo that 


? COmin 


' reign ol the enemies were obliged to acknowledge in 
prielt, Wis work the viſible hand of God. 

went From this time the Jews lived in peace under 
-at nume kings of Perſia with full liberty as to the 
de prieußg erciſe of their religion; and were more faith- 
ſent fto in the obſervance of their law, and more ex- 


of Gat 
'OUT, 2 
When 
ny cbt 
ith ſtrat 
zidden | 


pt from idolatry than ever they had been: 
hey even made many proſelytes ta their religion; 
d by the opportunity of a great number of 
em, remaining in Babylon and in other parts 
the Perſian empire, they communicated the 
owledge of the true God, to the Gentiles a- 


> ern icons whom they lived. 

rein be power of the Perſian empire as Daniel 
he cc foretold, was ruined by the Grecians, un- 
proſtaß the conduct of Alexander the Great, but 
as gat: king made no alteration in the ſtate of the 
of meßges. They ftill enjoyed the free exerciſe of 
moved Wir religion, and their temple, both under him; 
mental under his captains, who after his death par- 


emn cov 
away tht 


e guilty 


led his empire amongſt them; till the days of 
g Antiochus, ſurnamed Epiphanes. During 
time they alſo ſpread themſelves through all 
provinces of the Grecian empire, and there 
ewiſe began to communicate to the gentiles 
knowledge of the true God. *Tis true, Se- 


ing All 
er to 


go es Philopator, king of Syria, the eideſt fon 
is work BWAntiochus the great, upon the information of 
de HE dimon, a wicked man, that there were im- 
begun e ſums of money depoſited in the temple, 
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ſent his commiſſary Heliodorus with orders ple 
ſeize upon all that money for the king's uriecded 
But here the Lord viſibly interpoſed in defeno ent g 
of his houſe, For when Heliodorus ente enn 
into the treaſury with his guards, was giving eas, 
ders for the removing of the money, * the dye hig 
of the Almighty gave a great evidence of him of 
«© preſence, ſo that all who had preſumed to ob ce 
him, falling down by the power of Ged, werMhion: 
* ſtruck with fainting and dread, For th: er {6 
« appeared to them a horſe with a terrible nee, b 
ein golden armour, who ran up fierce|y ants m 
« ſtruck Heliodorus with his fore feet. !!orefnſelf, 
« over, there appeared two other beautiful younWMſCor, 
« men in bright appatel, who coming on e err fe 
« fide of him, ſcourged him with many ſtripeß wer 
< till he fell down to the ground ſpeechleſ an, mai 
© ſenſeleſs, and then was carried out of the te dea 
« ple in a litter, and lay without hope of recon fore 
« very. His friends begged of Onias, the hie ch u 
c prieſt, to pray to the Lord for his life: wh not | 
% when he was doing, the ſame young men, cut 
te the ſame clothing, ſtood by Heliodorus, e (pz 
“ ſaid to him, Give thanks to Onias the priciWuland 
& becauſe, for bis ſake, the Lord hath grantqae pri 
ce thee life. And thou having been ſcourge WW for {1 
& God, declare to all men the great works of th 
ce the power of God. And having ſpoken tha, and 
<< they appeared no more.” 2 Mackab. iii. ew. 

King Seleucus did not long ſurvive this went, 
crilegious attempt, Going poiſoned by the fade; 
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ple. His brother Antiochus Epiphanes ſuc- 
ded in the kingdom, who was afterwards the 
tat perſecutor of the people of God. In the 
winning of his reign, Jaſon, the brother of 
nis, undermining his good brother, bought 
e high prieſthood of Antiochus with a great 
mof money; and began immediately to in- 
oduce amongſt his countrymen the ways and 
ions of the heathens. This unhappy man, 
er ſome years, was undermined by Menelaus, 
ho, by promiſing the king three hundred ta- 
ts more, purchaſed the high prieſthood for 
ſelf, and was no leſs wicked than his prede- 
lor. Thus the law of God being trodden 
der foot, and his worſhip ſet aſide by thoſe 
it were the chief prieſts and rulers of the peo- 
, many of all degrees imitated their apoſlaſy, 
l creadful times came on, which ſeem to have 
n foretold by the terrible ſigns in the heavens, 
ch were ſeen for forty days over Jeruſalem. 
[not long after, Antiochus coming with his 
out of Egypt, took the city by ſtorm, and 
e ſpace of three days he maſſacred fourfcore 
land of the people; forty thouſand others he 
e priſoners, and other forty thouſand he 
for ſlaves. He alſo entered into the ſanctu- 
of the temple, and took away the golden 
and the golden candleſtick, and the table 
ew-bread, and all the golden veſlels- and 
ments, and the treaſures he found in the 
Je; and carried away with him one thou- 
aght hundted talents, | f 
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Two years after this he ſent Apollonius with u 
army to Jeruſalem, who fell upon the city ſud. 
denly, and-made a great ſlaughter of the people 
took their ſoils, burnt their houſes, and threy 
down the walls, and placed a ſtrong garriſon i 
the caſtle of Sion, which commanded the tem- 
ple, and which was from this time a dreadid 
annoyance to the people of God. And now the 
tyrant publiſhed his edicts, by which he oblige 
the whole nation- of the Jews to renounce th 
worſhip and law of God, and to ſacrifice t 
idols, which he ſet up in every city, and at ſe 
ruſalem in the very ſanctuary of the Lord, whi 
he profaned with the image of Jupiter. And d 
that refuſed to comply with theſe edicts, we 
put to death without mercy. Great numbe 
ſuffered martyrdom by this perſecution ; amony 
whom, the moſt illuſtrious were, holy Elezza 
and the ſeven brothers, who with their moths 
bravely vanquiſhed the worſt of torments, 
Mach. vi. vii. Many others fled away into « 
farts and mountains, and hid themſelves in ca 
and dens, to be out of the reach of the pell 
cutors. But the Lord did not forſake his pech 
in this their extremity, but raiſed up Judas M 
chabeus and his brethren, who gathering tcp 
ther as many as they could of thoſe that ut 
zealous for the law and for the worſhip of G. 
and putting their whole confidence in him, WI 
a ſmall number cf men, gained many go! 
victories over the yumerous armies of Antioch 
and his ſucceſſors. Nor did they ceaſe till tl 
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( 127 ) 

overed the city and teraple out of their hands, 
gained the free exerciſe of their religion; and 
t long after entirely ſhook off the Grecian 
ke, and became themſelves both bigh prieſts 
d ſovereign princes of the people. 
pnity they were accepted of by the ſenate, or 
hedrim, and by the whole nation of the Jews, 
hold it for ever id the faithful prophet ſhould 
be, (1 Mach. xiv. 41.) that is, till Chriſt the 
at king, prieſt and prophet, ſhould come. 
heir deſcendants not long after put on the dia- 
n, which they held till they were outed by 
rod, who was made king by the Romans; 
d then the ſceptre being taken away from Ju- 
b, the great Hiloh came, the promiſed Meſſias, 
reign in the houſe of Facch, that is, over all 
true people of God, Ling and prieſt for ever, 
erding to the order of Melchiſedech. 
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